Town Center Committee Meeting
July 24, 2025
Ferrisburgh Town Hall

Attendees: Bonnie Barnes, Ariel Bolles, Lindsey Brown, Rick Kerschner
Absent: Anne Cohn, Keilani Lime

The meeting was called to order at 5:32pm.
Rick motioned to approve April minutes, Bonnie seconds. All in favor.

Open discussion
- Sister house: Figuring out how the well/electric are configured. The building/maintenance
committee hasn’t discussed but this is in Selectboard meeting minutes.
- Pam’s celebration is 8/22

New business
- Town center master plan
- TOD (Transit-Oriented Development Grant): Everybody is on vacation, Alex
messaged the steering committee about getting feedback together
- Discussion on whether to include illustration from the TOD report in town plan
- Bonnie: As the town plan is being drafted, it’s in the process of putting together
the final draft. Question: Whether or not to include an illustration, an idea of the
sort of thing that would be in the town center (such as senior housing).
- Rick: We've had that sort of thing before in town plans
- Bonnie: What we’ve had before is an illustration of acceptable vs unacceptable
development proposals. But people misunderstand or misrepresent them, they
get used in the wrong way.
- Rick: They shouldn’t be using the town plan, they should be referring to zoning
etc.
- Lindsey: Will the town plan refer to this committee’s work?
- Bonnie: tentatively no, not including the illustration
- Rick: | like the idea, including something aspirational
- Lindsey: | agree, they probably will talk about the septic stuff though, the potential
look
- Agreement to recommend including something aspirational
- News and announcements
- Gilfeathers moving along, no news on the old Gilfeather’s space
- Birdseye is looking good with the green space, balances out the corner
- Friends of Ferrisburgh moving ahead with the sculpture

Old business
- Previous meeting was an open house May to present the TOD grant report



- May 15 2025: 17 people attended, including Rob North. Good discussion and
feedback. Email addresses of attendees were collected for further
communication

- TAP Grant for sidewalks
- Lindsey: D & K is expecting the historic and Archaeologic memo this week, that
will get sent along and then NIPA etc - it's moving along
- Union Meeting Hall
- Rick: Moving along, but windows are taking longer than expected
- TOD (Transit-Oriented Development) Grant

- No updates, just waiting on final package that they provide

- Bonnie: Planning commission folks are looking forward to in addition to the
master plan, they will provide concrete specific suggestions to zoning/land use
regulations. We've had a preview of that from their land use guy who’s local and
have provided feedback on that. As soon as the town plan is done, the planning
commission is going to turn to the land use regulations, with changes in VT law,
etc.

- Ifthere are any places that community waste water could happen, it would be N
Ferrisburgh or town center

- Transit stop in Town Center

- Lindsey reached out to Tri-Valley Transit team - high level wondering what it
would take, they said they’d intended to look at this area, they’d be looking at
safety issues like speed limit, pedestrian access, etc. Wondering if this would
replace the one by Cookie Love and Lindsey clarified that it would be in addition
to

- They said Operations team did come out and conduct a safety audit and they
said there’s not enough space in front of town hall, we need more clarification on
that

- If we could convince them to consider this, that would make a good argument for
lowering the speed limit on Rte 7 through the Town Center

Next meeting Thursday, August 21, 5:30-6:30pm
The meeting was adjourned at 6:00. Rick moves to adjourn, Bonnie seconds. All approve.

Minutes by Ariel Bolles



