
Ferrisburgh Conservation Commission 

Meeting April 11, 2017 

Approved 

 

 

In attendance for the FCC:  Craig Heindel, Chair, Dennis Armell, Treasurer,  

                         Jen Cirillo, Amy Dohner, Finn Yarbrough,  

    and Karen Pettersen, Secretary 

                                                              

 

Craig opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The January meeting notes were moved to be accepted as presented. 

 

 

A.  Town Plan 

1. Craig attended the March 15
th
 Planning Commission hearing on the draft Town Plan. 

2. Some towns people questioned the boundaries of the planning areas.  Arabella, Planning 

Commission member, clarified that the boundaries are not definitive yet, and will be refined in 

the Zoning Regulations, which will be revised after the Town Plan is approved. 

3. The next hearing on the draft Town Plan will be on May 10
th
 at 6:30 pm. 

  

B.  JSCL, Tuppers Crossing 

1. Ken Wheeling, Zoning Administrator, emailed Craig a memo from ANR, dated April 3rd, 

regarding the removal of the brush pile and pile of shale by April 17
th
.   

2. Jen will contact Zapata asking her to clarify this memo. 

3. The Zoning Permit application is on hold until the applicant submits additional information 

requested by the ZBA. 

 

C.  VT Green Line 

1. The town’s committee continues to negotiate with VT Green Line. 

2. VT Green Line has filed 3 ANR applications. 

3. The VT Department of Public Service is mandated to offer a public presentation with VT Green 

Line present.  This presentation may happen in May. 

 

D.  Annual Budget 

1. Our annual budget, as approved at the Town Meeting, is $550. 

2. Dennis will have to provide the Town with a list of all the expenses. 

 

E.  AVCC 

1. A reminder to fill out the survey they sent to all the members. 

 

F.  Spring Events 

1. We discussed a number of possible Spring events: 

a.  Bat presentation – Amy will call Scott Darling and/or Alyssa Bennett, from VT Fish and 

Wildlife, to ask if they would lead a presentation on a Sat. morning possibly in June or July.  The 

presentation could also include building bat houses.  Also, maybe contact Barry at the VT Bat 

Center. 

b.  Sue Morse presentation concentrating on Lynx and Turkey. 

c.  Pollinators 

d.  Birding Field Trip 



2. A possible winter event could be a presentation on winter ecology by a professor from Maine. 

G.  BioFinder 

1. Craig attended 2 sessions held by the VT ANR to train people in using this computer tool, which 

replaces the VT Natural Resources Atlas. 

2. Craig will give a training workshop for the members of the FCC, and any other Town’s personnel 

and commissions/committees that are interested. 

3. Marty Illick, Lewis Creek Association, is seeking interest in another training session for towns 

around Shelburne for the week of May 8
th
. 

 

H.  Energy Committee 

1. There had been some interest expressed at the Town Meeting for keeping an ongoing discussion 

of energy issues in Town, and possibly combining the Energy and Conservation Commissions. 

2. Our general opinion was that combining the two commissions would not be in keeping with our 

mission. 

3. We could get some information from the Energy Action Network to pass onto the Town’s people 

through Front Porch Forum. 

 

I.  Town Forest 

1. Craig reported that there is no further news regarding the right-of-way issue. 

2. Coverts: Woodland for Wildlife is an organization that educates landowners in forest 

management and wildlife stewardship, which could be a resource for the commission. 

 

J.  Pollinator Garden 

1. Finn reported that the UVM class will be continuing with the pollinator garden project, however, 

the FCS didn’t sign up for the UVM student’s participation.  UVM has money to purchase the 

seed for the project.  The timing for doing any of the work this Spring isn’t opportune. 

 

K.  New business 

1. Karen attended a Water Matters presentation in Hinesburg sponsored by the Lewis Creek 

Association with presenters from the CCRPC (Watershed Resiliency Team), VT DEC Watershed 

Management Division (Clean Water Roadmap), and LCA (Water Quality Scorecard and Ahead 

of the Storm program).   

2. Our next meeting will be held at 6:30 in conjunction with the Planning Commission hearing on 

the Town Plan.  

 

 

No other business was discussed and the meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.  The next scheduled meeting is 

May 9, 2017.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Pettersen, Secretary   

  



 

 


