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  Town of Ferrisburgh 
Selectboard Minutes 
December 05, 2023 

 
 

 Members present:  Clark Hinsdale, Chris Campbell, Red Muir, Jim Benoit 
 
Town officials present:  Pam Cousino, Town Clerk, John Bull, Highway Department Superintendent, Bill 
Wager, Fire Chief 
 
Visitors present:   Bessie Sessions, Jean Richardson, Ashley LaFlam, Lindsey Brown, Steve Fleming, 
Bonnie Barnes, Carrie Barrows, Sarah Perrotte, Ron Redmond, Carl Cole, Valerie Masiello, Jeanne Kelly, 
Gary & Bethany Hallock, Jack Poirier, Crystal Pierce, Rick Benson 
 
1. 6:30 p.m. Call regular meeting to order 

Clark Hinsdale called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   
 

2. Approve Minutes – Regular meeting November 21, 2023 
Chris Campbell moved to accept the November 21, 2023 minutes as presented.  Jim Benoit 
seconded the motion.  Chris Campbell, Red Muir, and Jim Benoit voted in favor.  Clark Hinsdale 
abstained.  MOTION PASSED 
 

3. Public Comment 
Jack Poirier requested use of town property on Shell House Mountain and Hand Roads for the Vast 
Club.  Jack stated he has spoken with Miles Weston regarding a tree that he wants to remove and is 
not sure if it is on town property or not.  Clark Hinsdale advised he should contact the Town Tree 
Warden.  Everyone was in agreement that they supported the Vast Club using the town roads.  
Approval will be voted on at the next Selectboard meeting. 
 
Ashley LaFlam thanked the board for signing the contracts at the last meeting. 
 
Pam Cousino stated she had a phone call asking about the Brown Church and the caller stated there 
is no Senior Center in Addison County. 

 
4. Selectboard New Business 

a) John Bull– Highway Operations Report 
John Bull reported on the research he conducted regarding Route 7 traffic issues.  Clark Hinsdale 
read the letter he and John drafted to the Vermont Department of Transportation outlining the 
Route 7 traffic issues.  It was noted Moore should be changed to Muir. 
 
Jim Benoit moved to send the Route 7 traffic issues letter to the Vermont Department of 
Transportation as amended.  Chris Campbell seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION 
PASSED 
 
John stated Maple Broadband has started installing cable in Ferrisburgh and some homes are 
already connected.  John attended the recent PEL committee meeting in Vergennes and 
reported the committee’s report would be complete by 2025 with construction targeted in 2034 
to 2042.  The department has been preparing for the winter and next year.  He has started 
working on speed limits for town roads. 
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b) Animating Infrastructure Grant – Friends of Ferrisburgh 

Ashley LaFlam reported they received an invitation to apply for a grant to design a permanent 
art sculpture and did apply.  They were recently awarded a $4,000 grant to work with an artist 
to design a permanent structure.  Ashley stated she has spoken with Keith Wagner.   

 
c) Fire Station Work – Bill Wager 

Bill Wager met with Will Brown to discuss creating a prospectus for the expansion of the current 
fire house.  The cost to draw up the plan is $1,500. 

 
Red Muir moved to approve spending $1,500 from the Building Maintenance Fund for an 
engineering study to expand the fire house.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  
MOTION PASSED 

 
5. Selectboard Old Business 

a) US Route 7 letter to state/update John Bull/Clark Hinsdale 
This item was covered in 4)a. during John Bull’s report. 
 

b) Town wide appraisal RFP 
This will be discussed at the Budget Meeting to be held on 12/12. 
 

c) Brown Church Update  
Red Muir reported that the Benson’s walked through the church.  Discussion was held on 
occupancy, permitting and obtaining an Opinion of Value. 
 

d) Union Meeting Hall  
Ashley LaFlam reported that the UMH is closed for the winter.  The contracts were signed last 
week to continue repairs, and they have begun planning for 2024.  They will be doing Thankful 
messages again this year and they will be up soon. 

 
e) Monkton Road Fence  issue - update 

Clark Hinsdale reported the Human Rights Commission investigator has not heard from Chris 
Thompson.  Some animals were on the lawn today outside of the fence.  Terry Sheehan has 
submitted pictures of animals on her property recently. 
 

f) Fire Contracts Discussion update – Executive Session – premature general public knowledge 
would clearly place the public  body at a substantial disadvantage 1 V.S.A §313(a)(1)(A) 
8:10 p.m. – Jim Benoit moved to open an Executive Session due to premature general public 
knowledge would clearly place the public body at a substantial disadvantage 1 V.S.A 
§313(a)(1)(A), inviting Bill Wager, Pam Cousino, and Carol Allen.  Chris Campbell seconded the 
motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 

 
9:28 p.m.  Jim Benoit moved to end the Executive Session.  Chris Campbell seconded the 
motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 
9:28 p.m.  Jim Benoit moved to reconvene the open meeting.  Chris Campbell seconded the 
motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 
The decision was made to work on a proposal for the Selectboard to review.  
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6. Selectboard General Business 

a) Shade Tree Committee Appointment – Reilly Laberge as Deputy Tree Warden 
Jim Benoit moved to appoint Reilly Laberge to the Shade Tree Committee as the Deputy Tree 
Warden.  Chris Campbell seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED 

 
7. Other Business 

Jim Benoit requested that the board invite the Representatives and Senators to a future meeting to 
discuss the town’s position on the recent news articles regarding property tax increases.  
 

8. Correspondence 
a) Thank-You Note from Vermont Adult Learning 

A thank–you note was received from Vermont Adult Learning for the town’s contribution. 
 

b) Thank-You Note from Elderly Services, Inc. 
A thank-you note was received from Elderly Services for the town’s contribution. 
 

c) Thank-You Note from Open Door Clinic 
A thank-you note was received from the Open Door Clinic for the town’s contribution. 
 

d) Invitation to Participate – Assistant Judges of Addison County Mtg for proposed county budget 
The town received an invitation from the Assistant Judges of Addison County to participate in a 
public meeting to discuss the proposed county budget for 2024-2025. 
 

e) Memo from Clark Hinsdale, Select Board Chair re: Robinson Road, Access to the Town Forest 
Parking 
Clark Hinsdale wrote a memo to the Ferrisburgh Trails and Conservation Committees and the 
Selectboard.  He stated he has received reports regarding Rokeby volunteers accessing the 
Rokeby property and receiving hostile treatment.   Clark asked the Conservation and Trails 
Committee to evaluate the current parking and access to the Town Forest and make 
recommendations to the Selectboard. 

 
 

9. Selectboard to Approve or Sign 
a) Notice of Conveyance – Champlain Valley Grain Center, LLC & Douglas Sweets 

Jim Benoit moved to sign the Notice of Conveyance stating the plans to sell three parcels of 
landed located at the intersection of US 7 & VT 22A to the Champlain Valley Grain Center and 
Douglas Sweets. Chris Campbell seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 

 
b) Letter of support for TAP Grant 

Red Muir moved to sign the letter indicating they support applying for the TAP Grant. Chris 
Campbell seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 

 
c) Selectboard Warrant 

It was decided to remove the Top Floor payment of $122.60 from this week’s warrants due to 
John Bull’s ongoing issues.   
 
Red Muir moved to approve the warrants for $1,747,105.46.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  
All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
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10. Adjourn 
Red Muir moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:29 p.m.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  All voted in 
favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Allen 


