Ferrisburgh Selectboard
Budget Work Session Minutes - Approved
Tuesday November 28, 2023 - 5:30 p.m.

This meeting was held in person.

Selectboard in attendance: Jim Benoit, Chris Campbell, Walter Reed
Town officials present: Pam Cousino, Laurie Curler, Bill Wager, Brian Goodyear
Guests present: Catherine Hays, Sheriff Elmore, Deputy Josh Turner, Silas Towler, Abigail Goodyear

1.

Open Meeting
Chris Campbell, Vice- Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:32 pm.

Meet with Bixby Library — Catharine Hays

Catharine gave a nice rundown of what’s happened at the library this year. They are back to almost
pre-pandemic levels. 5942 active members, 434 new members. 697 public computer sessions were
used. Lots of meetings are held at the library. Both book and digital usage are up. Books being checked
out are up 28% for Ferrisburgh from last year. They received 1 of 2 Vermont Humanities Council
prizes. The Bixby Library is a member of the Green Mountain Library Consortium (GMLC). Patrons
can download audiobooks and ebooks from GMLC at no cost. They have also received some grants
this year as well. Bixby is working on a plan to reduce barriers to accessing library resources and
programs. They are not asking for an increase in the funding again this year. Jim Benoit thanked
Catharine for the update, it was concise and informative.

Meet with Bill Wager/Ferrisburgh Fire Department
Postponed until November 28 Budget Meeting.

Meet with Addison County Sheriff Elmore

Sheriff Elmore and Deputy Josh Turner were present. The current rate is $39.00 per hour plus mileage
and it will be going up to $41.00 per hour, which is about a 5% increase. The Sheriff mentioned that
there is a speed limit sign missing on Dakin Road. There was some discussion regarding speeding on
certain roads and that we were going to put up the mobile radar speed sign on Dakin Road which is
currently one of the trouble spots.

Meet with Brian Goodyear Re: VARS
Postponed until next budget meeting.

Meet with Brian Goodyear & Listers

Brian went over the listers budget for the 2024/2025 budget year. He proposed keeping the tax
mapping, Listet’s stipend, and Listet’s wages level from 2023/2024 and decreasing the Appraiser line
item by $2,000, from $38,000 to $36,000. He then proposed changing the Lister’s Clerk wages from
$2,000 to $600. Last yeat’s actual dollars spent for that line item was $1905. The total proposed change
is a reduction of $3400.

Review budget
No review as of yet, too early in the process. No action taken.

Adjourn
Jim Benoit made a motion to adjourn at 6:40 pm, seconded by Walter Reed, so voted.

Respectfully submitted,

Pam Cousino



