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  Town of Ferrisburgh 
Selectboard Minutes  
November 21, 2023 

 
 

 Members present:  Chris Campbell, Walter Reed II, Red Muir, Jim Benoit 
 
Town officials present:  Pam Cousino, Town Clerk, Laurie Curler, Assistant Town Clerk, Karen Petersen, 
Office Clerk, Brian Goodyear, Board of Listers 
 
Visitors present:   Judy Chaves, Craig Heindel, August Miller, MacKenzie Seeley, Wyatt Seeley, Louisa 
Seeley, J.P. Seeley, Rick Benson, Bonnie Barnes, Eliza Spencer, Nan Benson, Carl Cole, Kurt Plank,  
Kurt Haigis, Jean Richardson, Callie Douglas, Lauren Dolan, Muff Parsons-Reinhardt, Paul Reinhardt, 
Justin Soter 
 
1. 6:30 p.m. Call regular meeting to order 

Chris Campbell called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   
 

2. Approve Minutes – Regular meeting November 7, 2023 
Walter Reed II proposed a change to item 3.a) and requested the word town be added in front of 
roads in the second sentence.  Everyone agreed to the change. 
 
Walter Reed II moved to accept the minutes as amended.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  All 
voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

3. Public Comment 
None 

 
4. Selectboard New Business 

a) John Bull/Reilly Laberge – Highway Operations Report 
John and Reilly were unable to attend. 
 

b) Jean Richardson –Request for 2 Solar Powered Radar Speed Feedback Signs 
Jean Richardson presented a request to purchase 2 solar powered radar speed signs to reduce 
speed and make the Old Hollow Road safer.  She stated that the residents have raised money to 
make streetscape improvements in an effort to slow traffic and gave an overview of other things 
they have done.  They have also worked with John Bull on other ideas to reduce speed.  John 
estimated the cost for 2 speed signs at $8,400 and has been unable to find grants to purchase 
them.  Several residents were present and shared their concerns with speeding and safety in 
that area.   Chris Campbell asked Jean to provide information on the number of residents 
affected.  There are about 170 people with about 23 of them children. 
 
After discussion, Chris Campbell stated it is budget season and when John Bull presents his 
proposed budget they will discuss this.  

 
5. Selectboard Old Business 

a) Town Wide Reappraisal Request for Quote (RFP) – Brian Goodyear 
Brian Goodyear presented a draft request for proposal to conduct a 2025 town wide appraisal.  
He outlined changes made from previous requests.  After discussion, it was decided to have a 
revised draft ready for the December 5, 2023 Selectboard meeting. 
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b) Brown Church Update – Carl Cole 
Carl Cole summarized the results of Steve Revell’s findings at the Brown Church.  Steve 
recommends that the town apply for a change of use permit that would not exceed $2,500 and 
an application fee of $870.   
 
Red Muir moved to hire Steve Revell to submit a Change-in-Use Application to the state for 
approval.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

c) Union Meeting Hall – contracts to review – Update, possible signatures 
Two contracts were presented for the next phase on the repairs and renovation of the Union 
Meeting Hall roof.  No town funds are requested.  All costs will be covered from the funds on 
hand or approved grants. 
 
Walter Reed II moved to approve and sign the two contracts for $23,070 and $191,930.  Jim 
Benoit seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
     

c) Monkton Road Fence update 
General discussion was held on the status of the Monkton Road Fence issue. 
 
 

6. Selectboard General Business 
a) Shade Tree Committee Appointment – Karen Petersen 

Jim Benoit moved to appoint Karen Petersen to the Shade Tree Committee.  Red Muir seconded 
the motion.  All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED 

 
7. Other Business 

None 
 

8. Correspondence 
a) Thank-You Note from Ferrisburgh Day Committee 

A thank–you note was received from the Ferrisburgh Day Committee thanking everyone who 
made the day a success. 
 

b) Vermont Assessors & Listers Assoc. (VALA) Call to Action – Act 68 Reappraisal Study 
An email was received stating that the VALA has submitted a Call to Action letter regarding Act 
68.   
 

c) Vermont Human Rights Commission – K Poupore 
An email was received from Kelly Poupore stating she has not heard back from Mr. Thompson 
regarding the town’s proposal.   

 
d) Purchase of Brown Church – Rick & Nan Benson – Gilfeather’s 

Rick and Nan Benson submitted a letter expressing their interest in purchasing the Brown 
Church to expand their business.  After discussion, it was suggested the next step would be to 
meet with the Building Committee and continue discussions.   
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e) Invite from Town of Panton to attend possible regionalization /solutions for EMS 
An email was received from the town of Panton inviting Ferrisburgh to attend a November 27, 
2023 meeting to discuss possible solutions to meet the emergency response demands. 

 
9. Selectboard to Approve or Sign 

a) Tobacco Substitute Endorsement and Tobacco License Renewal  
Jim Benoit moved to approve the Tobacco Substitute Endorsement and Tobacco License 
Renewal for GB, LLC.  Red Muir seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 

 
b) Addison Northwest School District – Memorandum of Understanding – Relocation site 

Kurt Haigis presented a revised Memorandum of Understanding between the town and the 
Addison Northwest School District.   Red Muir suggested the next step would be for the town 
attorney to review the agreement. 

 
c) Selectboard Warrant 

After discussion it was determined three line items were not ready for payment and should be 
removed from the warrants.  The line items removed were two for Top Floor, totaling $877.85, 
and one for the City of Vergennes Fire Department for $34,892.10. 
 
Walter Reed II moved to approve and sign the warrant for $63,361.28.  Red Muir seconded the 
motion.   Walter Reed II, Red Muir, and Chris Campbell voted in favor.  Jim Benoit abstained.  
MOTION PASSED 
 

10. Adjourn 
Red Muir moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:59 p.m.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  All voted in 
favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Allen 


