
TOWN OF FERRISBURGH 
DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ABATEMENT 

November 12, 2024 
At Town Hall and on Zoom 

 
Members present:  Rick Ebel, Silas Towler, Walter Reed, Rob North, Judy Chaves, Art Cohn, Joe Baker, Jean 
Richardson, Jessica James in person. Brian Goodyear and Lydia Sabourin via zoom.  
 
Also Present: Paul Mailloux, Jacqueline Mailloux-Marshall 
 

1. The meeting was called to order by Jessica James, Town Clerk at 6:03 pm and quorum was determined. 
2. Jessica James reviewed the hearing procedure. 
3. Joe Baker moved to elect Rick Ebel as Chair and Rob North seconded. All voted in favor. Motion 

approved. 
4. Rick Ebel opened the hearing to consider a request for abatement of property taxes, interest, and 

collection of fees, pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1535(a)(1), from Paul Mailloux and Jacqueline Mailloux-
Marshall, Co-Executors for the Estate of Jeannette Mailloux, property located at 2911 US Route 7, 
Ferrisburgh, parcel ID # 23/20/47. 

5. Chair Rick Ebel described the abatement process and reminded everyone that the Board of Abatement 
can only exercise those powers specifically delegated by statute and addressed the need for board 
members to consider any potential conflicts of interest and the importance of adhering to the oath of 
truthfulness. 

6. Paul E. Mailloux provided the Board of Abatement with a detailed written statement included in the 
application form request for Abatement of interest and penalties for 2024-2025 as provided at 24 
V.S.A. § 1535(a)(1) taxes or charges of persons who have died insolvent.   

7. Paul E. Mailloux explained they were unable to pay taxes after his mother's death in October 2024 due 
to legal restrictions on accessing estate funds. 

8. Discussion on the date of the Certificate of Co-Fiduciaries and the ability to pay a specific amount 
before September 1st. It was noted that both parties had the authority to make payments, contrary to 
previous assumptions.  

9. Jean Richardson made a motion to approve the request for abatement of taxes as submitted. 
Seconded by Silas Towler. Discussion on the Estate was not insolvent and had property, so the Board 
did not have the authority to approve the request. 
VOTE:  Yes 0; No 11; Abstentions 0. 
Request for Abatement of property taxes, interest, and collection fees was denied. 

10.  The Board agreed to provide a written explanation of their decision. The Board emphasized the 
importance of following the rules consistently.              

11. Chair Rick Ebel stated after consensus from the Board that there was no other business to discuss. 
12. Motion to adjourn by Judy Chaves, seconded by Rob North.  All voted in favor. Adjourned at 6:27pm.  

 
Respectfully Submitted 
Jessica James, Town Clerk 
 


