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  Town of Ferrisburgh 
Selectboard Minutes  
September 19, 2023 

 
 

 Members present:  Clark Hinsdale, Chris Campbell, Jim Benoit, Walter Reed II, Red Muir 
 
Town officials present:  Laurie Curler, Assistant Town Clerk, John Bull, Highway Department 
Superintendent 
 
Visitors present:   Ashley LaFlam, Bonnie Barnes, Rick Kerschner, Lindsey Brown, Jean Richardson, Don 
DeWees 
 
1. 6:30 p.m. Call regular meeting to order 

Clark Hinsdale called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 

2. Approve Minutes – Regular meeting September 5, 2023 
Red Muir moved to approve the regular meeting minutes of September 5, 2023 as presented.  Chris 
Campbell seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

3. Public Comment 
None 
 

4. Selectboard New Business 
a) John Bull – Highway Operations Report 

Clark Hinsdale recognized and thanked John Bull for his 30 years of service to the town. 
 
John Bull reported they are currently working on Arnold Bay Road and plan to finish this week.  
This work and the Basin Harbor Road paving project completion were grant funded and will be 
submitted for reimbursement.  He is requesting proposals for work on Mt. Philo and Old Hollow 
Roads that will be covered by a highway safety grant.  John outlined their fall projects. 

 
b) US Route 7 Bridge #139 over Lewis Creek – Scoping Project 

John Bull stated that he and Pam Cousino will complete and submit the questionnaire for this 
project. 

 
c) Listers Correction 

Laurie Curler reported there are corrections that the Lister’s need to make.   
 

d) Union Meeting Hall – 2 contracts for review – Ashley LaFlam 
Ashley LaFlam presented two draft contracts.  She stated they are at the point where they need 
the Town Attorney to review and provide input.   
 
Chris Campbell moved to have the two UMH draft contracts reviewed by the Town Attorney.  
Red Muir seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 

 
e) Brown Church – Preliminary Proposal for Childcare lease of entire building – Nicole Fernandez 

Lindsey Brown stated that Nicole Fernandez was unable to attend.   Lindsey indicated there are 
other established daycares who have expressed interest in the building.  Discussion was held on 
how to proceed in these conversations and what arrangements might be appropriate.  
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5. Selectboard Old Business 

a) Greenbush Road/Stage Road intersection follow-up 
John Bull reported he has spoken with the landowner and they agreed to trim the bush to 
improve visibility.    
 

6. Selectboard General Business 
a) Shade Tree Ordinance Appointments – Don DeWees, Gene Lauer, Carin Roberts 

Don DeWees was present and explained his interest and credentials for serving on the Shade 
Tree Ordinance Project.   
 
Jim Benoit moved to appoint Don DeWees to the Shade Tree Ordinance Project.  Walter Reed II 
seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 
Carin Roberts emailed her interest in serving on the project.  Red Muir moved to appoint Carin 
Roberts to the Shade Tree Ordinance Project.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.   All voted in 
favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 
Pam Cousino spoke to Gene Lauer.  This will be moved to the next meeting agenda as Pam was 
not present at the meeting.  

 
 

7. Other Business 
Red Muir gave a status report on the floor refinishing in the Town Hall.  He reported that it is on 
track to move back in early October. 
 
Red Muir reported that the Brown Church has some items that he will give away to finish cleaning it 
out.   Walter Reed II requested that the chandelier and two stained glass windows be preserved.  
Red also reported that the septic system will be dug up on September 28th. 
 
Jim Benoit stated he noticed a power line and tree at the Union Meeting Hall are at risk of going 
down in a storm. 
 

8. Correspondence 
a) Michael McGarry regarding possible donations to Recreation Committee 

Clark Hinsdale stated he referred this to Kurt Haigis.  
 
 

9. Selectboard to Approve or Sign 
a) Addison Northwest School District – Memorandum of Understanding – Relocation site 

Clark Hinsdale stated Kurt Haigis will follow up on this for more detail. 
 

b) Bridge Reimbursement Grant – needs to be signed 
John Bull provided the packet of information that will be submitted for the bridge grant 
reimbursement.  It was signed by the Selectboard. 
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c) Vergennes Fire Department Contract 

This will be on a future agenda when Vergennes representatives are available to attend. 
 

d) Selectboard Warrant 
Jim Benoit requested that the vehicle insurance policies be reviewed to evaluate insuring for 
replacement value. 
 
Chris Campbell moved to approve and sign the warrant for $59,745.76.  Jim Benoit seconded the 
motion.   All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

10. Adjourn 
Red Muir moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.  Walter Reed II seconded the motion.  All 
voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Allen 


