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  Town of Ferrisburgh 
Selectboard Minutes  
September 5, 2023 

 
 

 Members present:  Clark Hinsdale, Chris Campbell, Jim Benoit, Walter Reed II, Red Muir 
 
Town officials present:  Laurie Curler, Assistant Town Clerk, Karen Petersen, Office Clerk, Bill Wager, Fire 
Chief 
 
Visitors present:   Bessie Sessions, Paul Hansen, Kurt Haigis, Julie Basol, Bonnie Barnes, Sheila Soule, Rick 
Kerschner, Lindsey Brown, Steve Huffaker, Jenny Austin, Terry Sheehan, Katie Raycroft-Meyer, Matt 
Parda, Shannon Sixt 
 
1. 6:30 p.m. Call regular meeting to order 

Clark Hinsdale called the meeting to order at 6:30p.m. 
 

2. Approve Minutes – Regular meeting August 15, 2023 
Walter Reed II moved to approve the regular meeting minutes of August 15, 2023 as presented.  
Chris Campbell seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

3. Public Comment 
None 
 

4. Selectboard New Business 
a) Presentation of alternatives for Pedestrian Safety Study – Bonnie Barnes 

Jenny Austin of Dubois and King presented alternatives to improve pedestrian safety in the 
Town Center.  One alternative was to make no change and the other two included installing 
sidewalks.  Jenny presented an overview of the project and explained the process to date amd 
asked for feedback.  Residents spoke about their need to safely cross Route 7 to reach the 
school and recreation areas as well as attending events at the Town Hall or Union Meeting Hall.  
Estimates were given for the cost of each alternative and discussion was held on what the town 
would need to spend to maintain the sidewalks.   Another public input session will be held later 
this month. 

 
b) Web Site update by Karen Peterson 

Karen Peterson presented a revised contract from Catalis, the current web site provider.  Pam 
Cousino was able to negotiate a four year contract at a lower rate than the previous one.  
Staying with Catalis would eliminate the need to redesign the web site, train users, and find a 
new web site manager. 
 
Walter Reed II moved to approve and sign the revised four year contract with Catalis with a first 
year cost of $3,440.00.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 

 
c) Fire Station Windows repair quote by Jean Richardson 

Two quotes were received to repair the wood and siding around the fire station windows.  Bill 
Wager stated the siding is falling off due to the rotten wood underneath.   After discussion it 
was decided to accept the Clover State bid. 
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Walter Reed II moved to accept the Clover State bid for $20,920.00.  Jim Benoit seconded the 
motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED   

 
5. Selectboard Old Business 

a) Purchasing Policy Approval 
A new version of the Purchasing Policy was presented for approval. 
 
Walter Reed II moved to approve and sign the revised Purchasing Policy.  Jim Benoit seconded 
the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

b) MOU draft between ANSWD and the town by Kurt Haigis 
Kurt Haigis presented an edited version of the MOU between Vergennes and the ANSWD to use 
for Ferrisburgh.  During the pedestrian safety discussion he learned of other opportunities to 
include.  He will get more input and return with a new draft. 
 

c) Town Center Church update by Red Muir 
Red Muir reported he met with two day care groups who may be interested in using the space.  
He has asked John Bull to address the water issue within the week. 
 

d) Building Committee Update by Red Muir 
The town offices will be moved to the Town Garage on Thursday and Friday.   The floor 
refinishing in the Town Hall will begin on September 11th or 12th.  Top Floor will have the 
network ready for Thursday.   
 

e) Greenbush Stage Road Update 
There is nothing to report at this time.   

 
f) Monkton Road Fence Issue – executive session - premature general public knowledge would 

clearly place the person at a substantial disadvantage.  1 V.S.A. §313(a)(1)(D)  
It was determined an executive session was not needed.  A request to extend the deadline for 
moving the fence was received from a third party.  After discussion it was decided to give an 
additional 30 days. 
 
Chris Campbell moved to extend the deadline to September 30, 2023 if the fence is moved in 
accordance with original findings.  If the fence is not moved by September 30, 2023 all fines will 
be retroactive to September 1, 2023.   Jim Benoit, Walter Reed II, and Chris Campbell voted in 
favor.  Red Muir and Clark Hinsdale abstained.  MOTION PASSED 
 

6. Selectboard General Business 
None 
 

7. Other Business 
None 
 

8. Correspondence 
None  
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9. Selectboard to Approve or Sign 

a) Selectboard Warrant 
Red Muir moved to approve and sign the warrant for $231,449.44.  Walter Reed II seconded the 
motion.   All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

10. Adjourn 
Red Muir moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:58 p.m.  Chris Campbell seconded the motion.  All 
voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Allen 


