Town of Ferrisburgh
Selectboard Minutes
June 6, 2023

Members present: Clark Hinsdale, Chris Campbell, Jim Benoit, Walter Reed Il, Red Muir
Town officials present: Pam Cousino, Town Clerk, Laurie Curler, Assistant Town Clerk

Visitors present: Bessie Sessions, Jean Richardson, Bonnie Barnes, Richard Morin, Ashley LaFlam, Tim
Davis, Lindsey Brown, Diane Lanpher, Matt Birong, Adam Lougee, Rick Kerschner, Jessica Shook

1. 6:30 p.m. Call regular meeting to order
Clark Hinsdale called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

2. Approve Minutes — Regular meeting May 16, 2023
Jim Benoit moved to approve the regular meeting minutes of May 16, 2023 as presented. Chris
Campbell seconded the motion. Walter Reed I, Jim Benoit, Chris Campbell, and Clark Hinsdale
voted in favor. Red Muir abstained. MOTION PASSED

3. Public Comment
None

4. Selectboard New Business
a) Adam Lougee, Addison County Regional Planning — Updates, Discussion
Adam Lougee from Addison County Regional Planning attended to provide updates on the RAISE
grant and the PELS Study. Ferrisburgh has received the RAISE grant which is a $100,000 for a
planning study focused on housing. Discussion was also held around the Vergennes by-pass
including input from Representatives Lanpher and Birong.

b) Legislative Delegate’s update on bills impacting Municipal Government Diane Lanpher and
Matt Birong
Representatives Diane Lanpher and Matt Birong were invited to provide updates on new bills
that will impact municipalities. Bill H480 proposes changes to the way property tax appraisals
are done moving the process to the state level. The bill is currently on the Governor’s desk.
This bill is a 3 year process to look at how to restructure property tax reappraisals. Discussion
was held regarding the impact this bill would have on the local control. It was also expressed
that municipalities should be contacted to gather feedback on bills that have a major impact on
them.

Bill S100 has been signed by the Governor and is structured for towns that have both water and
sewer addressing municipal zoning and ACT250 for housing. Jean Richardson expressed
concerns with some of the language and Representatives Lanpher and Birong stated they will
get clarification.

c) Friends of Union Meeting Hall general update — Ashley LaFlam
Ashley LaFlam reported things are progressing at the Union Meeting Hall although slowly as
they’ve learned the National Park Services review process is 8 to 12 months which is longer than
the number they were originally given. This has pushed the roof repair to spring of 2024.



d)

f)
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Ashley stated she has applied for 5 new grants. Lindsey Brown reported on events held in the
past few months and the ones to be held this summer.

Introduction to “Friends of Ferrisburgh” — New non-profit

Ashley LaFlam introduced a new non-profit organization named Friends of Ferrisburgh. She is
serving as the President. The non-profit was formed to support the town in the the many
initiatives that other committees are not able to pursue. They have already applied for an
Animated Arts grant.

18" Kelly Brush Foundation Bike Ride Approval — Jessica Shook
Jessica Shook presented the plans for the 18" Kelly Brush Foundation Bike Ride. She explained
the route, coverage for intersections and presented proof of insurance.

Red Muir moved to approve the request to use Ferrisburgh Roads for the 18" Kelly Brush
Foundation Bike Ride. Chris Campbell seconded the motion. All voted in favor. MOTION
APPROVED

Proposal for Grader Financing with Community Bank — Approve and Sign
A proposal to finance the purchase of a new grader was presented.

Jim Benoit moved to approve a 5 year finance agreement with the Community Bank to purchase
a new grader. Walter Reed Il seconded the motion. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

Selectboard Old Business

a)

b)

c)

d)

Insurance regarding Sculpture to be located on UMH Grounds

Pam Cousino reported that she spoke with the VLCT and they confirmed that anything on town
property has liability coverage through the current policy. Richard Morin, the artist, stated he is
not asking the town to cover any damage to the sculpture that might occur. Discussion was
held on cordoning off the sculpture and placing signs to prevent climbing on the sculpture.

Chris Campbell moved to support the installation of Richard Morin’s art sculpture on the UMH
green. Jim Benoit seconded the motion. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

Town Center Church update by Red Muir
Red Muir stated there was no new information to report.

Building Committee — Storage Containers for floor refinishing in September — Red Muir
Red Muir reported that he is waiting for the contract from Danaher Flooring before he can
contract for the storage containers.

Personnel Policy Update — Review/Approve

Jim Benoit stated he has begun reviewing the latest draft but would like more time. He has
identified some additions and edits. It was agreed to table this until everyone has fully reviewed
and edited the policy.



10.
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Selectboard General Business

a) Appointment — Climate and Energy Committee — Jim Averill
Jim Benoit moved to appoint Jim Averill to the Climate and Energy Committee. Chris Campbell
seconded the motion. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

Other Business
None

Correspondence

a) Vergennes-Panton Water District — Moving office to 63 School Street
A letter was received from the Vergennes-Panton Water District stating they are moving their
office to 63 School Street as of June 1°',

Selectboard to Approve or Sign

a) Selectboard Warrant
Walter Reed Il moved to approve and sign the warrant for $1,555,977.53. Red Muir seconded
the motion. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

Adjourn
Red Muir moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 p.m. Chris Campbell seconded the motion. All
voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

Respectfully submitted,
Carol Allen



