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  Town of Ferrisburgh 
Selectboard Minutes  

May 16, 2023 
 
 

 Members present:  Clark Hinsdale, Chris Campbell, Jim Benoit, Walter Reed II 
 
Town officials present:  Pam Cousino, Town Clerk, Laurie Curler, Assistant Town Clerk, John Bull, 
Highway Department Foreman 
 
Visitors present:   Bessie Sessions, Jean Richardson, Bonnie Barnes, Craig Heindel, Gerry Racette, Deb 
Stenner, Richard Morin, Sarah Richardson, Brenna Mead, Dean Leary, Bob Harnish, Ashley LaFlam, 
Norman Cohen, Lindsey Brown 
 
1. 6:30 p.m. Call regular meeting to order 

Clark Hinsdale called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 

2. Approve Minutes – Regular meeting May 2, 2023 
Walter Reed II moved to approve the regular meeting minutes of May 2, 2023 as presented.  Jim 
Benoit seconded the motion.  Walter Reed II, Jim Benoit, and Clark Hinsdale voted in favor.  Chris 
Campbell abstained.  MOTION PASSED 
 

3. Public Comment 
Ashley LaFlam reported that people have expressed concerns about the number of vehicles running 
the red light at the Route 7 and Little Chicago Road intersection and there was an accident there 
recently.  Chris Campbell asked Ashley to ask people to report what they’ve seen to the State Police 
and he will also notify them.   Jean Richardson asked that Ashley notify John Bull. 
 

4. Selectboard New Business 
a) John Bull – Highway Operations Report 

John Bull reported construction has begun on the Monkton Road Bridge and will continue for 
approximately six weeks.  They are working on stump removal and ditching.  He will be applying 
for some grants related to road and safety improvements.  John continues to attend training on 
storm water rules.  He is working with Waitsfield Telecom as they install fiber optics in West 
Ferrisburgh.    

 
b) Highway Pavement Bids – Opening and approval  

Two pavement bids were received.  The first bid opened was from D&F Paving and Excavating 
for $81.00 per ton.  The second bid opened was from Pike’s for $77.35 per ton.  John Bull 
recommended going with the Pike bid. 
 
Jim Benoit moved to accept the bid from Pike’s for $77.35 per ton.  Chris Campbell seconded the 
motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

c) Changing STOP sign to YIELD sign at intersection of Button Bay Rd and Basin Harbor – Vaughn 
Collins 
John Bull stated he reviewed the guidelines for sign placement and the impact of changing the 
stop sign to a yield sign.   Based on his review he recommends leaving it as a stop sign.  After 
discussion, the board was in agreement.    
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d) Greenbush/Stage Rd add STOP sign – Clark Hinsdale 

Discussion was held on the 3 way intersection at Greenbush and Stage Roads.  Clark Hinsdale 
suggested an additional stop sign be added.  After discussion it was determined that a three way 
stop might be the safest alternative.  John Bull will consult with Regional Planning.   

 
e) Sculpture/Art exhibit at Union Meeting Hall – Bonnie Barnes & Richard Morin 

Bonnie Barnes and Ashley LaFlam introduced a proposal from Ferrisburgh artist, Richard Morin, 
to install a temporary art structure on the green at the Union Meeting Hall.  The sculpture would 
be made using found and recycled materials from the structures that were demolished nearby.  
Discussion was held around safety and insurance coverage.  The board asked for more detailed 
safety and insurance information and will review it at the June 6th meeting. 
 

f) FUMH information about Taste of Summer Event – Ashley LaFlam 
Ashley LaFlam and Lindsey Brown presented the Taste of Summer Event that is being held May 
19, 20, and 21 at the Union Meeting Hall.  They will have more food trucks this year, as well as 
many vendors, yoga, and music.   There will be a ribbon cutting for the new entrance at 4:30 
p.m. on Friday.  
 

g) Declaration of Inclusion – Norman Cohen 
Norman Cohen and Bob Harnish presented a Declaration of Inclusion.  This is a grass roots effort 
they plan to take to all towns in the state.  Some towns have already adopted the declaration.  
After discussion it was decided the board is not prepared to adopt the declaration at this time.   

 
h) Town Forest Name – per Robinson Will and Gift – Clark Hinsdale 

The town forest’s official name is the Rowland T. Robinson Memorial Municipal Forest.  Craig 
Heindel will review the town website and make sure the full name is used.   Craig will schedule a 
date for the Conservation Commission representatives to attend a future Selectboard meeting.  
 

5. Selectboard Old Business 
a) Town Center Methodist Church update – Red Muir 

Red Muir was not able to attend. 
 

b) Visit with Vergennes – Clark Hinsdale 
Clark Hinsdale attended a recent Vergennes City Council meeting.  There were some areas that 
Ron Redmond agreed could be worked on jointly.  Water and sewer are areas of concern for 
Ferrisburgh as they pay a higher rate for the services.     
 

6. Selectboard General Business 
None 
 

7. Other Business 
a) When to hold 1st meeting in July as it is on July 4th 

The first Tuesday in July is the 4th of July holiday.  After discussion it was determined that July 5th 
is the best option for the first meeting of the month. 
 
Jim Benoit moved to hold the first Selectboard meeting in July on Tuesday, July 5th at 6:30 p.m.  
Chris Campbell seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
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b) Treasurer and Grants Administrator positions  

A discussion was held on the town treasurer and grants administrator positions.   It was 
discussed if it should be one position or two positions, that grant administration is very time 
consuming, and there will be more grants in the future.  Richard Morin stated there is an 
application named Ampli Fund that can help with the management of grants.   

 
8. Correspondence 

None 
 

9. Selectboard to Approve or Sign 
a) Local Emergency Mgt. Plan Adoption Form 

Jim Benoit moved to approve and sign the Local Emergency Management Plan Municipal 
Adoption Form.  Chris Campbell seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 

 
b) Open Space Agreement – Approve Language  

Kevin Kite reviewed the Open Space Agreement and drafted an addition to Section 8. 
 
Chris Campbell moved to sign and approve the Open Space Agreement as revised by the town 
attorney.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 

 
c) Selectboard Warrant 

Walter Reed II moved to approve and sign the warrant for $783,325.23.  Jim Benoit seconded 
the motion.   All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

10. Adjourn 
Jim Benoit moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:06 p.m.  Chris Campbell seconded the motion.  All 
voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Allen 


