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  Town of Ferrisburgh 
Selectboard Minutes  

May 2, 2023 
 
 

 Members present:  Clark Hinsdale, Red Muir, Jim Benoit, Walter Reed II 
 
Town officials present:  Pam Cousino, Town Clerk, Laurie Curler, Assistant Town Clerk 
 
Visitors present:   Bessie Sessions, Jean Richardson, Erica Andrus, Craig Heindel, Mary Anne Michaels, 
Gerry Racette, Deb Stenner 
 
1. 6:30 p.m. Call regular meeting to order 

Clark Hinsdale called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 

2. Approve Minutes – Regular meeting April 18, 2023 
Jim Benoit moved to approve the regular meeting minutes of April 18, 2023 as presented.  Walter 
Reed II seconded the motion. Walter Reed II asked to add “earned” under Public Comment in front 
of interest.  All voted in favor of the minutes with the change.  MOTION PASSED 
 

3. Public Comment 
None   
 

4. Selectboard New Business 
a) ANWSD School Board’s Community Engagement event presentation – Erica Andrus 

Erica Andrus, representing the school board’s Community Engagement Committee, extended an 
invitation to everyone in town to A Community Discussion with Students on May 17 from 4:30 
to 6:30. This event was planned by students as they conclude their Social Justice Festival.  During 
the day workshops will be held regarding what’s going on in the community and some 
community members will be involved.  In the evening, a dinner will be hosted by the school 
board with a student led discussion around students belonging.  A Panorama Survey was 
conducted across the county and the results showed an average rating in the elementary 
schools with the high school scoring lower.  The survey indicated students feel safe but don’t 
feel they belong or are engaged.    

 
b) Approval of Open Space policies and procedures – Bonnie Barnes and Jean Richardson 

Jean Richardson presented a draft policy and procedure that has been approved by the Planning 
Commission regarding open spaces in Planned Unit Developments (PUD).   Discussion was held 
around the document and specifics like when it gets approved, who manages the area, who 
monitors compliance, and what agreements exist today.   
 
Red Muir moved to approve the policies and procedures in the Open Space Agreement with the 
addition of “benefits the community”.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  Red Muir, Jim Benoit, 
and Clark Hinsdale voted in favor.  Walter Reed II abstained.  MOTION PASSED 

 
c) Changing STOP sign to YIELD sign at intersection of Button Bay Rd and Basin Harbor – Vaughn 

Collins 
Clark Hinsdale spoke with John Bull regarding this request.  It was decided to address at the next 
meeting when John Bull will be present. 
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Red Muir moved to table this discussion until John Bull’s highway department report at the next 
meeting.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED    
 
 

5. Selectboard Old Business 
a) Town Center Church Methodist Church update – Red Muir 

Test holes were dug around the church and they found its all fill.    Jim Benoit inquired about the 
power costs and Red stated there is a dehumidifier running until the moisture problem is 
addressed. 

 
b) Building Maintenance update - Red Muir 

Red Muir reported that Kevin Kite has reviewed the contract with Danaher Flooring for 
refinishing the town hall floors and presented the latest version.  
 
Red Muir moved to approve and sign the contract with Danaher Floor Restoration, Inc. not to 
exceed $15,600.00.  Walter Reed II seconded the motion. All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 
The Union Meeting Hall handicapped exit is 99% complete.  Red will meet with the fire marshall 
next week so they can approve the occupancy.  Red added a tarp around the latest tower and 
made sure no one can get around it. 
 

c) Confirmation of interest rate increase on Sweep Acct with Community Bank – Deb Healey   
Deb Healey provided a letter from Community Bank confirming the earned interest rate increase 
from 0.25% to 0.75% backdated to April 1, 2023.   
 
 

6. Selectboard General Business 
Jim Benoit stated he has reached out to John Bull and discussed setting up transition meetings.  John 
agreed to meet with Jim and Chris Campbell to discuss transition and some concerns.  
 
Red Muir asked about the progress on Personnel Policies and Jim Benoit stated that he requested a 
change and Pam Cousino will be incorporating it. 

 
 

7. Other Business 
a) Discussion with Vergennes regarding Boundaries and Vergennes-Panton Water District – Clark 

Hinsdale 
Clark Hinsdale stated that Ron Redmond and Chris Bearor suggested that Clark attend a future 
meeting when more Council members were able to attend.  

 
 

8. Correspondence 
a) ACT 250 Permit for Douglas Sweets 

Notification was received from Trudell Consulting Engineers that a partial findings application 
was submitted to the state for Douglas Sweets on April 14, 2023. 
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b) Acquisition of Development Rights – Linda Hawkins Property, LLC 

A letter was received from Vermont Land Trust stating they will be closing on the purchase of 
the Grant of Development Rights, Conservation Restrictions, Option to Purchase, and Right of 
Enforcement of the United States on the 101 acres of land located on Hawkins Road.   
 

c) PACIF Claims cost detail report 
A claims cost detail report from PACIF was received.   
 

d) Resignation from Ferrisburgh Conservation Commission – Tyler Steff 
Tyler Steff submitted his resignation from the Conservation Commission.  Craig Heindel said this 
will leave them one short and he will advertise for a replacement.  

 
 

9. Selectboard to Approve or Sign 
a) Letter regarding Triangle Bike Loop Way-Finding Signs to VTRANS 

A letter was received from the VT Agency of Transportation requesting approval and signature 
for completing the Triangle Bike Loop Way-finding Signs. 
 
Red Muir moved to approve and sign the letter for the Triangle Bike Loop Way-finding Signs.  
Walter Reed II seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

b) ACRPC Emergency Mutual Aid Agreement for Public Works Departments 
Jim Benoit moved to approve and sign the ACRPC Emergency Mutual Aid Agreement for Public 
Work Departments.  Red Muir seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 

 
c) Sign Current and past-contract for Janet Mazza & The Rift Cut 

Red Muir moved to sign two past contracts for Janet Mazza.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  
All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 
The Rift Cut contract was not available. 

 
d) Approval of open space language Mead and Richardson subdivision 

An Open Space Agreement was submitted for approval by Brenna Mead and Sarah Richardson.   
After discussion of the agreement with the neighbors it was determined with the town’s newly 
approved agreement from the Planning Commission this agreement should be reviewed by 
Kevin Kite before proceeding. 
 
Jim Benoit moved to have Kevin Kite review the Open Space Agreement and put this on the next 
meeting agenda.  Walter Reed II seconded the motion.  Al voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 

 
e) Liquor and Tobacco License Approvals 

Beach Properties, Inc. (outside consumption club) 
 Beach Properties, Inc. (outside consumption Main Lodge) 

Jim Benoit moved to approve a Club and Main Lodge outside consumption liquor license for 
Beach Properties.  Red Muir seconded the motion. All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
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Little Garden Market LLC (2nd Class) 
Jim Benoit moved to approve a 2nd class liquor license for Little Garden Market LLC.  Walter 
Reed II seconded the motion. All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 
DG Retail LLC (2nd Class, Tobacco) 
Jim Benoit moved to approve a 2nd class liquor and tobacco license for DG Retail LLC.  Walter 
Reed II seconded the motion. All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 

 
f) Selectboard Warrant 

Jim Benoit moved to approve and sign the warrant for $26,750.34.  Red Muir seconded the 
motion.   All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 
Jim Benoit questioned the cost for electricity in the town hall given the solar panels and 
suggested that GMP be contacted to conduct a review.  Red Muir said he will reach out to Kurt 
Haigis on the Energy Committee. 
 
 

10. Adjourn 
Red Muir moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  All voted in 
favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Allen 


