Town of Ferrisburgh
Selectboard Minutes
April 18, 2023

Members present: Chris Campbell, Red Muir, Jim Benoit, Clark Hinsdale, Walter Reed Il

Town officials present: Pam Cousino, Town Clerk, Laurie Curler, Assistant Town Clerk, John Bull,
Highway Department Foreman, Brian Goodyear, Lister, Joe Nelson, Tree Warden

Visitors present: Bessie Sessions, Jean Richardson, Bonnie Barnes, Kurt Haigis, Carol Cole, Rick
Kerschner, Todd Hardie, Hannah Townsend, Elizabeth Arms, Jerry Henderson, Glen Deruchie

1. 6:30 p.m. Call regular meeting to order

4,

Clark Hinsdale called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.

Approve Minutes — Regular meeting April 4, 2023, Special Selectboard Meeting March 28, 2023,

Special Selectboard Meeting April 6, 2023

Red Muir moved to approve the regular meeting minutes of April 4, 2023 as presented. Jim Benoit

seconded the motion. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

Red Muir moved to approve the special meeting minutes of March 28, 2023 as presented. Jim

Benoit seconded the motion. Jim Benoit, Chris Campbell, Walter Reed II, and Clark Hinsdale voted in

favor. Red Muir abstained. MOTION PASSED

Red Muir moved to approve the special meeting minutes of April 6, 2023 as presented. Jim Benoit

seconded the motion. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

Public Comment
Laurie Curler reported that Deb Healey contacted the bank about the earned interest rate on the
Sweep account and it was increased to .75% and two stop payments were reversed.

Laurie Curler asked for an opinion on a request to use the town hall for a clothing sale. After
discussion it was determined it was outside of the intended use of the town hall.

Selectboard New Business

a) John Bull — Highway Operations Report
John Bull thanked the Selectboard for submitting the letter to the state representatives
regarding the bill to allow the state to control town property appraisals. Clark Hinsdale
commented that he will be testifying to the Government Operations Committee on April 19,

John Bull stated that winter equipment has been put away and summer preparations have

begun. John is finalizing reviews of roads for storm water grants and is creating a pavement list

with estimates.

John completed a class on entry level driver training qualifications that are needed to train. He

is scheduled to attend classes on wetland permits, storm water inventory and culvert apps.
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The speed sign was installed in the Hollow resulting in an approximately 10 mph decrease in
speed. John has started to update the speed limit ordinance that will include road name
changes and possible speed limit changes on Middlebrook, four Winds and Shellhouse Mountain
roads.

Jean Richardson thanked John for placing the speed sign in the Hollow. She said the decrease in
speed was noticed immediately.

b) Joe Nelson — Tree Warden Update — Shade Tree Preservation Plan & Maples on Town Green
Joe Nelson stated a new shade tree law was enacted by the legislature in 2020. Discussion was
held on some rules around trees in the town right of way and what a shade tree preservation
plan might contain. Considering the potential loss of ash and elm trees Joe believes a plan
would be important due to the benefits trees provide. Joe was asked to discuss this with the
Conservation Committee to provide laws and bullet points to present at a future meeting.

c) Village Center Designation for Ferrisburgh Village Center — Approved
Ferrisburgh has officially received the Village Center Designation. Jean Richardson stated this
will provide access to a range of grants for things like a cross walk and also has potential for tax
credits.

d) JDRF/Juvenile Diabetes Fund Raiser Bike Ride — Glen Deruchie
Glen Deruchie attended to review the application he submitted for the 2023 bike ride scheduled
for July 29" that will go from Burlington to Middlebury and back going through Ferrisburgh. He
provided a detailed schedule with estimated times bikers will be on specific roads. There will be
350 riders. He has contracted for 3 deputies, one of which will be at the Greenbush Road Route
7 intersection. He provided the contract with the Sheriff's department as well as proof of
insurance. There will an ambulance and an EMT on the course at all times as well as coaches
who have trained the riders in conduct.

Walter Reed Il moved to approve the application given all required documentation has been
received. Jim Benoit seconded the motion. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

5. Selectboard Old Business
a) Extension of Purchase and Sales Agreement for 22A & Route 7 Property - Todd Hardie
Todd Hardie and Hannah Townsend requested an additional extension to the Due Diligence
Date to allow time to complete the ACT 250 process. Both parties have received all of the
necessary town approvals. Carl Cole spoke with the district coordinator and they thought the
initial findings notice would be in the Addison Independent in the next few weeks.

Jim Benoit moved to approve and sign the Extension Agreements with Todd Hardie and the
Champlain Valley Grain Center and Hannah Townsend Allain and Deborah Townsend, extending
the Due Diligence date to October 26, 2023. Chris Campbell seconded the motion. All voted in
favor. MOTION PASSED
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b) Parcel Mapping Contract with Christine Chamberlain Mapping — Brian Goodyear
Brian Goodyear thanked the Selectboard for the letter they sent to the state representatives
regarding the legislatures proposal for the state to conduct town appraisals.

Brian explained the options outlined in Article V of the contract with Christine Chamberlain
Mapping. He stated the Listers recommend executing the contract accepting the options for
Article Il Sections E and F.

Red Muir moved to execute the contract with Christine Chamberlain Mapping approving the fee
options for Sections E and F. Jim Benoit seconded the motion. All voted in favor. MOTION
PASSED

c¢) Town Center Church Survey results — Richard Kerschner
Rick Kerschner presented the final results of the Town Center Church Survey. There were 490
responses, 218 comments, and 51 people expressed interest in helping with the project. A day
care center and a senior center were the top ranked uses. A frequent comment was that it be
self-supporting. Pam Cousino will post the results on the town website.

d) Amended Change Order #1 with Rift Cut — Re: Windows for Union Meeting Hall
Carl Cole responded to a question Walter Reed Il had at the previous meeting regarding the
second paragraph of the change order covering compensation for time spent preparing to order
the storm windows. It was determined the second paragraph should be removed.

Red Muir moved to authorize Clark Hinsdale to sign the amended Rift Cut Change Order #1 with
the second paragraph stricken. Chris Campbell seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
MOTION PASSED

e) Town Center Church update by Red Muir
Red Muir reported that Paul Hoffman continues to clean out the church and plans to be done by
the end of April. Carl Cole is having some test pits dug for the town center project and some of
these will be dug near the church.

6. Selectboard General Business
a) Appointments — Planning Commission — Bessie Sessions — 4-year term
Jim Benoit moved to appoint Bessie Sessions to the Planning Commission for a four year
term. Chris Campbell seconded the motion. Jim Benoit, Chris Campbell, Red Muir, and Clark
Hinsdale voted in favor. Walter Reed Il abstained. MOTION PASSED

b) Appointments — Recreation Committee — Tim Bicknell
— Martha Davis
— Kurt Haigis
Jim Benoit moved to appoint Tim Bicknell, Martha Davis, and Kurt Haigis to the Recreation
Committee for a one year term. Chris Campbell seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
MOTION PASSED



10.
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Other Business

a) Discussion Regarding Vergennes By-Pass and Boundaries
Clark Hinsdale will be meeting with the Vergennes City Council next week to discuss the
boundaries. Clark also plans to discuss the Vergennes-Panton Water District and the over 28
private water associations.

Correspondence

a) Chittenden County Regional Planning Comm — Transit-Orient Devel. (TOD) Grant Award Letter
Bonnie Barnes gave an overview of the TOD grant that was awarded to Ferrisburgh, Vergennes,
and Middlebury. There are three areas of focus in Ferrisburgh, the route 7 and Monkton Road
intersection, the train station to route 7, and the Town Center. This could expand in the future.
They will look at how to implement more dense development and use of public transportation
to limit use of private automobiles.

b) Walter Reed Il resignation as Town Auditor
Walter Reed Il submitted his letter of resignation as a Town Auditor due to now serving on the

Selectboard.

c) Notice of Redetermination of Equalized Education Property Tax Grand List
A letter was received from Jill Remick finalizing the redetermination of the Equalized Education
Property Tax Grand List.

Selectboard to Approve or Sign
a) Tax Mapping Contract with Christine Chamberlain Mapping
Approved under item 5. b).

b) Liquor and Tobacco License Approvals
Moonlight Cafe (First Class, Third Class, Outside Consumption Permit)
Jim Benoit moved to approve a First Class, Third Class and Outside Consumption Permit for the
Moonlight Café. Chris Campbell seconded the motion. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

Dakin Farm Inc. (Second Class)
Jim Benoit moved to approve a Second Class Liquor and Tobacco License for Dakin Farm, Inc.
Chris Campbell seconded the motion. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

c) Selectboard Warrant
Red Muir moved to approve and sign the warrant for $78,170.73. Walter Reed Il seconded the
motion. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

Adjourn
Red Muir moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m. Walter Reed Il seconded the motion. All
voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

Respectfully submitted,
Carol Allen



