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  Town of Ferrisburgh 
Selectboard Minutes  

February 21, 2023 
 
 

 Members present: Jessica James, Chris Campbell, Red Muir, Jim Benoit, Clark Hinsdale 
 
Town officials present:  Pam Cousino, Town Clerk, Laurie Curler, Assistant Town Clerk, Tom Steadman, 
Delinquent Tax Collector 
 
Visitors present:  Bessie Session, Jean Richardson, Melody Neun, McKenzie Seeley, Silas Tower, 
Jaimeelyn Gaboriault, Debbi Smith, Mary Anne Michaels, Rick Kerschner, Paula Mathewsen, Tim 
Mathewson, Julie Kervick, Paul Kervick,  
 
1. 6:30 p.m. Call regular meeting to order  

Jessica James called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.   
 
Clark Hinsdale moved to amend the agenda and add Item 3.a) Personal Point.  Red Muir seconded 
the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

2. Approve Minutes – Regular meeting February 7, 2023, Special Selectboard Meeting February 8, 
2023 
Jim Benoit moved to approve the regular meeting minutes of February 7, 2023 as presented.  Clark 
Hinsdale seconded the motion. All voted in favor.   MOTION PASSED 
 
Red Muir moved to approve the Special Selectboard meeting minutes of February 8, 2023 as 
presented.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

3. Public Comment 
None 
 
a) Clark Hinsdale Personal Point 

Clark Hinsdale thanked Jessica James for her terrific run on the Selectboard and read a poem he 
wrote.   

 
 
4. Selectboard New Business 

a) John Bull – Highway Operations Report 
John Bull reported they have been working on Jersey Street removing dead trees.  Due to the 
weather some roads have weight limits posted and he has been processing overweight permits.  
The repeater for the town radios has been installed and the final cost was under budget.  He has 
negotiated the stone price with Pike Industries with a 10% discount.  He will begin reviewing fuel 
options. 
 
John Bull submitted his statement regarding the incident on Shellhouse Mountain Road.   
 

b) Remeasurement to Mileage Certificate 
Kerry Alley with the state mapping department has had conversations with John Bull regarding 
the 2023 Mileage Certificate and has requested a change to the measurement on Bay Road.    
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Clark Hinsdale moved to approve the remeasurement.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  All 
voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

c) Request to allow FCS students  to tap maple trees on the town green, request from Judy Elson 
Judy Elson requested permission for the FCS students to tap the maple trees on the town green.  
They will be inspected by Joe Nelson before tapping.  Red Muir asked that Joe also provide 
feedback on any branches that should be removed. 
 
Clark Hinsdale moved to allow the FCS students to tap the maple trees on the town green.  Jim 
Benoit seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

d) Tom Steadman – Delinquent Tax Collector 
Tom Steadman provided an update on tax collections.  Jean Richardson asked if abatement was 
included in this process.  The board recommended that an insert be placed in collection letters 
regarding the abatement process.  
 

e) Kervick EMF update 
Paul Kervick presented information on EMF’s and requested the town create a right to know 
policy.  Jessica James stated that all meeting agendas and minutes are available on the town 
website and these would include any plans for new towers.  It was proposed that the link to the 
planning commission agendas be posted on Front Porch Forum.   Clark Hinsdale suggested that 
this be presented to VLCT to put on their list of legislative priorities. 
 

f) Resignation from Town Treasurer 
Clark Hinsdale moved to accept Deb Healey’s resignation as Town Treasurer with regret and 
deep appreciation.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 

 
g) Village Center Designation – Jean Richardson 

Jean Richardson stated that the planning commission voted unanimously to recommend that 
the town apply for the Village Center Designation and requested the Select board’s support.  
She presented a resolution for signature.  This designation can help get tax credits on old 
buildings and priority consideration when applying for grants.  
 
Clark Hinsdale moved to apply for the VCD and that the Chair execute the resolution.  Red Muir 
seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED   

 
h) PUD Conservation Easements – Bonnie Barnes 

Jean Richardson requested permission to discuss PUD Conservation Easements with the town 
attorney.   
 
Clark Hinsdale moved to allow discussion of PUD Conservation Easements with the town 
attorney.  Red Muir seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

i) When to hold first Selectboard meeting in March due to Town Meeting 
After discussion, it was decided to hold the first Selectboard meeting in March on Town Meeting 
day, March 7 at 6:30p.m. 
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5. Selectboard Old Business 

a) Town Center Brown Church Update by Red Muir 
Red Muir reported that the building has been winterized and the heat is off.  The sensors have 
been ordered. 
 

b) ARPA Funds request – Ice Rink 
Tabled for a future meeting. 
 
 

6. Selectboard General Business 
a) Appointments 

Trails Committee – Bridgette Bolduc 
An email was received from Bridgette Bolduc expressing her interest in serving on the Trails 
Committee.   
 
Jim Benoit moved to appoint Bridgette Bolduc to the Town Trails Committee.  Clark HInsdale 
seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 

 
 

7. Other Business 
Rick Kerschner shared a survey created by the Town Center Committee that would be used to 
ask residents to identify potential uses for the brown church. He requested permission to hand 
it out at Town Meeting, during voting, and via Survey Monkey.    Everyone agreed this is a good 
plan. 

 
 

8. Correspondence 
a) Shellhouse Mountain Road truck incident 

A complaint was received from Jaimeelyn Gaboriault regarding an incident with a town truck on 
Shellhouse Mountain Road on February 16, 2023.  This complaint along with John Bull’s 
statement regarding the incident will be placed in John Bull’s file.    

 
 
9. Selectboard to Approve or Sign 

a) Liquor and Tobacco License Approvals 
Global Montello (Jiffy) Second Class, Tobacco & Tobacco Substitute Endorsement 

 
 Jim Benoit moved to approve the Second Class, Tobacco & Tobacco Substitute Endorsement 

applications for Global Montello.  Red Muir seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION 
PASSED 

 
b) Selectboard Warrant 

Red Muir moved to approve and sign the warrant for $69,092.09. Clark Hinsdale seconded the 
motion.   All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
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10. Adjourn 

Red Muir moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:04 p.m.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  All voted in 
favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Allen 


