Town of Ferrisburgh
Selectboard Minutes
February 7, 2023

Members present: Jessica James, Chris Campbell, Red Muir, Jim Benoit, Clark Hinsdale

Town officials present: Pam Cousino, Town Clerk, Laurie Curler, Assistant Town Clerk, Deb Healey,
Treasurer, Steven True, Zoning Administrator

Visitors present: Bessie Session, Jean Richardson, Ashley LaFlam, Chris Kayhart, Kurt Haigis, Erica
Andrus, Martha Davis, Tim Bicknell, Lindsey Brown, Nikki Bearor, Kristina MacKulin,

1. 6:30 p.m. Call regular meeting to order
Jessica James called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.

2. Approve Minutes — Regular meeting January 17, 2023
Chris Campbell moved to approve the regular meeting minutes of January 17, 2023 as presented.
Jim Benoit seconded the motion. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

3. Public Comment
Deb Healey stated that she submitted her official resignation letter. Clark Hinsdale accepted the
resignation effective 3/10/23 with deepest appreciation for services rendered and appreciation for
assistance going forward.

4. Selectboard New Business

a) Schoolboard Representatives Re: Brief Discussion on Districts Budgets
Chris Kayhart, Nikki Bearor, Erika Andrus, and Kristina MacKulin attended to provide some
highlights on the newly released district budgets. Some of the highlights are maintaining all
current positions, academic programs, and activities, moving the 6™ grade to the high school
with a middle school principal, increasing school counseling to a full time position and increasing
intervention supports. Chris stated that the enrollment numbers are up slightly over the
projected numbers. The union tax rate will increase by just under 1.6%.

Red Muir mentioned the project to have an emergency warming shelter established and
inquired how to discuss the possibility of using schools for this purpose. Red will continue
researching this option.

The Selectboard requested regular meetings with the Schoolboard Representatives. After
discussion it was determined best times would be early February and late August.

b) 2022 4™ Quarter Friends of the Union Meeting Hall Update
Ashley LaFlam introduced new board member, Lindsey Brown and they were joined by Kurt
Haigis. Ashley outlined the projects submitted to the National Park Service and her frustration
with how slow the process is moving. They have requested an expedited process due to the
state of the trusses. Jean Richardson is working with Senator Welch’s office for some assistance.
The board and the building maintenance committee will begin working on the 2024 plans and
submitting the applications to the National Park Service by mid-year.



<)

d)
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Lindsey Brown outlined programming ideas for 2023. They plan to hold another taste of
summer event and other suggestions are a movie night, dancing, a reenactment and a tour of
the building. Focus will also be on continued fundraising and Kurt Haigis explained plans to do
this via the web site.

Discussion for the need of Commercial Cleaning Service — Jean Richardson

Jean Richardson presented information supporting the need to hire a commercial cleaning
service for the Town Hall. After discussion it was decided to move forward with a commercial
cleaning service. Red Muir will contact some cleaning services and request quotes.

Addison County Sheriff’s new Patrol rate starts July 1, 2023

A letter was received from the Addison County Sheriff’'s Department announcing a new hourly
rate that goes in effect on July 1, 2023. Pam Cousino asked if it was possible for them to submit
any rate changes prior to setting the town budget.

Ice Rink request for ARPA funds — Martha Davis

Martha Davis, Tim Bicknell, and Kurt Haigis from the Recreation Committee asked for ARPA
funds to make improvements to the outdoor skating rink and warming hut/storage shed.
Discussion was held around the existence of a MOU. The board will review the remaining ARPA
fund balance and meet again when the committee has a draft MOU.

Selectboard Old Business

a)

b)

Town Center Methodist Church Update

Red Muir reported that samples have been taken for mold, lead, and asbestos testing. The
results will be available in a couple of weeks. He is researching options to replace the heat and
water sensors and has learned that grants are available to cover the costs. Steven True has
determined a grant of $3,500 is available.

PVR letter regarding petition for a redetermination
A letter was received from the Vermont Department of Taxes regarding the petition for
redetermination of the values outlining the next steps in the process.

Selectboard General Business

a)

Appointments

Trails Committee — Lindsey Brown

A letter was received from Lindsey Brown expressing her interest in serving on the Trails
Committee.

Jim Benoit moved to appoint Lindsey Brown to the Town Trails Committee. Chris Campbell
seconded the motion. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

Moderator — Kyle Rowe
Kyle Rowe submitted a letter of interest in serving as the Town Moderator that included his
experience. He attended the meeting to introduce himself.
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Clark Hinsdale moved to appoint Kyle Rowe as Town Moderator. Jim Benoit seconded the
motion. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

7. Other Business

10.

None
Correspondence
a) Bill Clark, Resignation as Town Moderator

b)

c)

d)

Bill Clark submitted his letter of resignation as Town Moderator.

Words of Thanks from FUMH Board
The Friends of Union Meeting Hall Board sent a letter expressing their thanks for the support
from the Selectboard.

Addison County Visitor Center opening this spring
The Addison County Chamber of Commerce announced the planned opening of the Addison
County Visitor Center this spring in the Ferrisburgh/Vergennes Train Station.

Paul Kervick, regarding wireless antennas

Paul Kervick submitted a request for notification for proposed wireless towers. Red Muir had
responded to him that requests for towers are already warned through Selectboard Meeting
agendas that are posted publicly prior to each meeting.

Selectboard to Approve or Sign

a)

Selectboard Warrant
Clark Hinsdale moved to approve and sign the warrant for $120,005.16. Red Muir seconded the
motion. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

Adjourn
Red Muir moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. Clark Hinsdale seconded the motion. All
voted in favor. MOTION PASSED

Respectfully submitted,
Carol Allen



