 
TOWN OF FERRISBURGH
SELECTBOARD MINUTES
January 21, 2014

Members present: Loretta Lawrence-Chair, Sally Torrey, Steve Gutowski, Jim Benoit and Jim Warden

Others present: Bob McNary, Bessie Sessions, Betsey Etchells, Bob Beach, Adam Lougee,
Liam Murphy, Bill Sullivan, Ken Wheeling and Matt Neffinger.

Liam Murphy is present to state that his clients, Lawrence and Virginia Lazarus, who
ran the Vergennes Citizen newspaper, have passed away and their estate have given to the
Town a very nice painting by Lawrence of the Grange Hall in the winter time. The Board
thanks Liam for the family’s gift.

Bob Beach, PC Chair, and Adam Lougee, ACRPC, are present to explain the budget
overage on the upcoming renewal of the Town Plan. The Plan was last done in 2006 and
amended in 2007 and needs to be updated. There was a lot of controversy with the 2006
plan. The main changes now are to the Route 7 corridor and the statutory updates. The
Town applied for an $8000 grant. Clare Tebbs, ACRP, has helped with a more extensive
update than planned and the budget has been exceeded as of Sept 21. There is an
estimated additional $5000 needed. Bob feels in hindsight that he should have asked
about finances sooner. The projected completion date is May. Adam Lougee, who is
responsible for Regional Planning, thanks the Board for meeting with him. He has a draft
plan handout for the Board. Loretta Lawrence in not disputing the hard work but a lot of
money has been spent without a progress report. Regional Planning will keep working with
the Planning Commission and the Plan update should be completed for an additional
$5000; ACRP will pay $2500 and he would like the Town to pay $2500.
Sally Torrey moves to commit up to $2500 to finishing the update to the Town Plan;
second by Steve Gutowski. So voted. The Board thanks Adam and Bob.

During public comment Betsy Etchells, Town Website contact, asks if the Plan
update can be placed on the website. Bob Beach will check.

Old Business:
The reserve fund balance policy is tabled until next meeting.
The Parking Ordinance is tabled until next meeting.

New Business:
The Ass’t Town Treasurer agenda item is tabled until after the 27th.

There will be a budget meeting Tuesday the 28th at 5:30 pm.

Sally Torrey moves to amend the agenda to add an appointment to the Energy
Committee; second by Jim Benoit. So voted.

Matt Neffinger is present and would like to be on the Energy Committee. The
Committee Chair, Bob McNary, is present and states the Matt has attended meetings and
would be a good addition to the Committee.
Jim Benoit moves to appoint Matt Neffinger to the Energy Committee for a one year
term; second by Jim Warden. So voted.

Steve Gutowski moves to approve the minutes of the January 7th meeting with the
correction to change “Asst. Clerk” to “Asst. Treasurer” in New Business, second by Sally
Torrey. So voted.

Sally Torrey moves to approve the minutes of the January 7th budget meeting as
written, seconded by Jim Warden. So voted.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jim Warden moves to approve the minutes of the January 14th meeting with two
corrections; to change “withdraw permit #WW-9-2075-1” to “cancel unused permits” and to
add “upon written request” to the final paragraph regarding McGregor, seconded by Jim
Warden. So voted.

Sally Torrey moves to approve the warrant as presented, seconded by Jim Benoit.
So voted.

Sally Torrey moves to approve the Alcohol and Tobacco licenses for the Jolley Short
Stop; second by Jim Warden. So voted.

Jim W motion to enter executive session to discuss culvert litigation at 7:55. Steve
seconded, all in favor.
Jim B motion to leave exec. session at 8:06. Steve seconded. all in favor.
No action taken.


The meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.

Respectively submitted,



Chet Hawkins Clerk
