Town of Ferrisburgh
Selectboard Meeting Minutes

January 15, 2013

Members present: Loretta Lawrence-Chair, John DeVos, Jim Warden, Jim Benoit, and Sally Torrey

Others present: Peter Morris, Bessie Sessions, Carl Cole, Bob McNary, Laurie Gutowski, Craig Heindel, Dennis Armell, David Gebo, Arabella Holzapfel, and Betsy Etchells
The meeting is called to order at 6:30 p.m.

David Gebo is present to speak to the board about changing the right-of-way to the town forest on Julia Laughlin’s land. She would like it to follow the northern boundary line but the Conservation Commission would like a more meandering walking path along with signage. David and Craig will walk the trail and get back to the board.
Peter Morris was present for the Bixby Library to give feedback from the other towns.  He said that Waltham, Panton and Vergennes were going to go along with the $18.94 per capita increase but they had not heard back from Addison yet. Loretta Lawrence informs Peter Morris that the town will only keep the 3% increase of $39,000, which is $14.05 per capita. The $18.94 per capita increase would have meant $52,559.
Laurie Gutowski is present to pass out flyers regarding the upcoming VUHS bond vote. The informational meeting will be on January 31st and the vote will be on the 5th of February.   The vote is a little less than the original amount and it will be split into two questions.

Cole Carl mentions that the board should look into why some of the slate on the roof is rusting and get it fixed. He also mentions that the windows need to be washed.  He also asks where in the process the board is regarding the Encore solar farm proposal. Loretta mentions that the information is being reviewed by the Town Attorney.  Jim Warden will speak with a few of the other towns that currently have the municipal solar farms and Betsy Etchells will speak with Middlebury College. He asks if they can be ready for the next step by the next meeting. He felt that they should have answered some of the other questions before spending money with a lawyer. Loretta Lawrence will speak with Kathy Boe, the attorney reviewing the documents to have her response by the next meeting, on February 5th. 
Sally Torrey, speaking for the Rogers and Hazard Relief Society asks if the Town Service Officer can be designated as the “successor” organization to receive the Society’s assets should the Society cease to continue. In order to apply for the 501 C (3) status, they need this designation.  John DeVos moves to allow the Town Service Officer to be the successor if the Rogers and Hazard Relief Society ever ceases to continue, seconded by Jim Warden. So voted.

Jim W. made the motion to approve the minutes of the January 2nd, 2013 meeting, seconded by Jim Benoit. So voted. 
Sally Torrey moves to approve the Selectboard warrants, seconded by Jim Benoit. So voted.
Sally Torrey moves to approve the liquor and tobacco licenses for Vermont Energy, seconded by John DeVos. So voted.

Jim Warden moved to approve the liquor license for Dakin Farm, seconded by Jim Benoit. So voted.

Loretta Lawrence mentions that they will table the Certificate of Highway Mileage until the next meeting, per road foreman John Bull.

Jim Warden moves to approve the FEMA hazard mitigation application process that will be handled by Addison County Regional Planning, seconded by Sally Torrey. So voted.

Sally asks if it is ok to look into a grant for the $1500 start-up costs for Front Porch forum. It is agreed that she should check into it.

John DeVos moves to go into executive session regarding a personnel matter, seconded by Jim Warden. So voted.

Jim W. made the motion to leave executive session at 8:12. Sally seconded, all in favor. No action taken.

The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted

Pam Cousino

Ass’t. Clerk for the Selectboard
