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  Town of Ferrisburgh 
Selectboard Minutes 

January 3, 2023 
 
 

 Members present: Jessica James, Clark Hinsdale, Chris Campbell, Red Muir, Jim Benoit 
 
Town officials present:  Pam Cousino, Town Clerk, Laurie Curler, Assistant Town Clerk, Deb Healey, 
Treasurer 
 
Visitors present:  Bessie Session, Jean Richardson, Bonnie Barnes, Brian Goodyear, Paul Hoffman, Silas 
Tower 
 
1. 6:30 p.m. Call regular meeting to order  

Jessica James called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.   
 

2. Approve Minutes – Regular meeting December 20 2022, Special Selectboard Meeting December 
20, 2022, Budget Session Meeting December 8, 2022, Budget Session Meeting December 13, 2022  
Jim Benoit moved to approve the regular meeting minutes of December 20, 2022 as presented.  
Chris Campbell seconded the motion. All voted in favor.   MOTION PASSED 
 
Jim Benoit moved to approve the special Selectboard meeting minutes of December 20, 2022 as 
presented.  Chris Campbell seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 
Jim Benoit moved to approve the budget meeting minutes of December 8, 2022 as presented.  Chris 
Campbell seconded the motion.  Jim Benoit, Chris Campbell, Red Muir, and Jessica James voted in 
favor.  Clark Hinsdale abstained.  MOTION PASSED 
 
Jim Benoit moved to approve the budget meeting minutes of December 13, 2022 as presented.  
Chris Campbell seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 
 

3. Public Comment 
None 
 

4. Selectboard New Business 
a) Update on the Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Raise Grant request for letter of support 

by Bonnie Barnes & Jean Richardson 
Bonnie Barnes requested a letter of support to apply for participation in the Transit-Oriented 
Development Grant.  Bonnie referenced a letter from the ACRPC reviewed in November that 
outlined the details of the grant.  After submitting a letter of support the next step is a 
commitment application that is due by January 20, 2023.  Bonnie stated she and Jean 
Richardson will present a packet to the board prior to this date.   
 
Clark Hinsdale moved to execute a resolution showing a desire to participate in the TOD Grant.  
Chris Campbell seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

b) 2022 Equalization Study Results – Certified Level of Appraisal 
Brian Goodyear provided an overview of the 2022 Equalization Results and requested that the 
town file an appeal of the results.  Discussion was held around the number of towns that will be  
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required to have a reappraisal conducted and when in the future Ferrisburgh might need to do 
one. 
 
Clark Hinsdale moved to file an appeal of the 2022 Equalization Results and authorize the Chair, 
Jessica James to sign it.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

c) Warming Shelter for the Town 
Jessica James reported she was contacted by the state several times regarding resources for 
residents who had significant impact from the recent storm and were displaced from their 
homes.   The town does not currently have a warming shelter and everyone agrees a plan needs 
to be developed for future events.   Red Muir has already reached out to local companies 
requesting information on generators.  Jessica James stated there is a meeting scheduled for 
January 10th with the ACRPC to discuss emergency management. 

 
5. Selectboard Old Business 

a) Town Center Methodist Church update by Red Muir 
Paul Hoffman reported the property transfer occurred on December 30, 2022.  He’s working to 
clean out the church and requested a dumpster be placed.  Jessica James will arrange for one.   
Clark Hinsdale stated a lot of history was found during the research for the property transfer. 
 
Red Muir reported that the Building Maintenance Committee selected Fuss & O’Neill to perform 
the environmental study.  He also stated that the insurance company will have an inspector 
perform an inspection and the Fire Marshall will need to do one for the change of use process. 
 

b) ARPA Funds Towards new Town Grader 
John Bull submitted a quote for a new grader purchase.  Discussion was held on the best way to 
fund the purchase.  Several questions arose regarding if the quote included attachments or just 
the grader and on the accounts listed as possible ways to structure the payment. 
 
As a result of the questions, it was decided to review the Special Fund Accounts at the next 
budget meeting.   
 

c) ARPA Funds Towards Emergency Generator 
A document of the ARPA fund expenditures and requests was presented and used when 
discussing the future emergency plans for a warming shelter.   There is a request for a generator 
at the Fire Station that needs clarification.   
 
 

6. Selectboard General Business 
None 
 

7. Other Business 
None   
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8. Correspondence 

a) Thank you note from Addison County River Watch Collaborative 
The Addison County River Watch Collaborative sent a letter of thanks for the 2022 town 
contribution. 
 

b) Maple Broadband 2022 Annual Report 
The Maple Broadband 2022 Annual Report was received. 

 
 
9. Selectboard to Approve or Sign 

a) Selectboard Warrant 
Jim Benoit moved to approve and sign the warrant for $36,661.32. Chris Campbell seconded the 
motion.   All voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
      
                                            

10. Adjourn 
Chris Campbell moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m.  Jim Benoit seconded the motion.  All 
voted in favor.  MOTION PASSED 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Allen 


