Town of Ferrisburgh
Selectboard Meeting Minutes

January 2, 2013

Members present: Loretta Lawrence-Chair, John DeVos, Jim Warden, Jim Benoit, and Sally Torrey

Others present: Donna Corcoran, Jane Spencer, Peter Morris, Bessie Sessions, Carl Cole, and Bob McNary

The meeting is called to order at 6:30 p.m.

Jane Spencer, executive director, Donna Corcoran, treasurer, and Peter Morris, trustee from Ferrisburg are present to speak to the request for funds for Bixby Library. They are asking the towns to increase their share to $24.00 per capita. They are using too much money from their endowments and will run out of funds in 5-6 years. They have received a new endowment two years ago which they use to match any grants received. Their current operational expenditures are $232,000. per year. They have added positions, but retained the same number of paid hours. The current staff hours are: 1 full time, 1 at 30 hours, 1 at 24 hours, 1 at 20 hours, and 2 at 10 hours, one which is a custodian. They hope to extend hours to 34.5 hours per week. They feel if they can get $24.00 per capita from each town, they will not seek an increase for five years. We asked to hear feedback from the other towns. Jane was going to let us know the percentage of usage for Ferrisburgh.
Bob and Carl requested we move on the Encore proposal. They are unsure if it is a good deal or not, but felt we should move forward to investigate it. Bob presented the selectboard with some savings estimate numbers he received form Chad Farrell on Dec. 19, 2012 along with a Letter of Intent.
John made the motion to send the letter of intent to Jim Carroll for his legal opinion. Jim B. seconded, all in favor.

Carl Cole explained the CLA and COD letter. Jim W. made the motion to authorize Loretta Lawrence to sign the appeal letter. John seconded, all in favor.

The final draft of the speed ordinance amendment for Stage Road was presented. The speed will be 40 MPH the entire length of Stage Road, from Route 7 to the intersection with Greenbush Road. Sally made the motion to adopt the amendment to the speed ordinance. Jim W. seconded, all in favor.

Jim W. made the motion to approve the minutes of the December 18, 2012 budget meeting and regular board meeting. Sally seconded, 4 in favor, Jim B. abstained.

John made the motion to approve the minutes of the December 27th interview meeting. Jim W. seconded, 4 in favor. Jim B. abstained.

Jim B. made the motion to approve the warrants except check # 13518 and #13519 until we received an explanation as to what they are for. John seconded, all in favor. (Pam let me know the checks were written for the tax sale on Richard Panton’s property.)
Bob McNary wondered what was up with the calendar. We need a new one that can be written on. 

Last Friday three extra dogs were viewed at Linda Hawkins property in a kennel. Ken had previously issued her a zoning violation notice. The board will direct Ken to pursue that violation. Jim W. suggested we hire the Sheriff to cite her continued violation of the dog ordinance if she does not comply.

We discussed the estimate of Portland glass to close in the offices. Jim B will contact Burlington Glass and Desabrais Glass for estimates also.

We received the explanation from Breadloaf for the reason the slate is turning rusty on the Grange Hall roof. We would like to know what type of fastener was used on the slate.

The next meeting is Monday, Jan. 14, 2013 at 5:30 to meet with the auditors.

The next budget meeting is Jan 15, 2013 at 5:30 to be followed by the regular selectboard meeting at 6:30.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:37

Respectfully submitted,

Sally Torrey-clerk for the selectboard

