-- Ferrisburgh Selectboard, January 5, 2016 --


Town of Ferrisburgh

Selectboard Minutes

January 5, 2016
Members present: Jim Benoit, Steve Gutowski, Loretta Lawrence.

Town officials present: none.
Visitors present: Richard Bernstein, Vaughn Collins, Bob McNary, Bessie Sessions, Norman C. Smith, Charlene Stavanow.
1. 6:30 p.m. Regular meeting — call to order.

Steve Gutowski, chair, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Loretta Lawrence made a motion to amend the agenda to add 3 (c) Resignation of Julie Adams from the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA), 3 (d) Appointment of Norman C. Smith to the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA), and 8 (i) Letter to Daniel and Carolyn Merrigan, owners of the property that hosted the Kreepy Karnival. Jim Benoit seconded. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED.
2. Approve minutes — December 15, 2015 and December 29, 2015.
Jim Benoit made a motion to approve the minutes of December 15, 2015, as presented. Loretta Lawrence seconded. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED.
Since a majority of the board from the December 29 meeting was not present, the minutes from the December 29, 2015, budget meeting cannot be approved. This item will be on the agenda for the next selectboard meeting on January 19, 2016.
3. Selectboard new business
(a) Richard Bernstein – Greenbush Road and Stage Road intersection three-way stop. To decrease the likelihood of a future accident, Richard Bernstein asked the board to consider making the intersection of Greenbush Road and Stage Road a three-way stop using guidelines provided by the Uniform Traffic Standards. After discussion, Richard Bernstein agreed to contact John Bull, Road Foreman. 
(b) Hawkins garage – discuss tank closure information from Vermont Agency of Natural Resources (ANR). By email, the board received a copy of a letter sent by ANR to Peter Hawkins regarding the initial site investigation of the former Hawkins garage. Since leaking underground storage tanks and contaminated soil were discovered, additional work is needed to determine the severity of the contamination. To assure the safety of the drilled well that services the Sisters’ property and the adjoining property, the town will hire a company to do a VOC test. The town will wait for more analysis of the former Hawkins garage site before proceeding further.  
(c) Resignation of Julie Adams from the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA). The board wishes to thank Julie Adams for her nine years of service on the ZBA. Loretta Lawrence made a motion to accept Julie Adams’ resignation, with regret. Jim Benoit seconded. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED.
(d) Appointment of Norman C. Smith to the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA). By email to the selectboard chair, Norman C. Smith asked to be considered as a potential candidate for the ZBA citing his legal background and experience in zoning and real estate transactions. After discussion, Jim Benoit made a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Smith to the ZBA to fill out the term of Julie Adams ending in 2018. Loretta Lawrence seconded. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED. 
4. Selectboard old business 
(a) None
5. Selectboard general business
(a) None
6. Public comment 
Bob McNary asked for the date and time of the next meeting of the selectboard with Anbaric. It will be held on January 11, 2016, at 5:00 p.m. at the town offices.
Bob McNary suggested that the town of Ferrisburgh post welcome signs in two locations: Route 7 and Route 22A. After discussion, Mr. McNary agreed to start the process by obtaining more information about signage materials, suggesting language to be used on the signs, and determining possible sites to install the signs.

Bob McNary quoted portions of an article by Andy Kirkaldy from the Addison Independent dated December 31, 2015, regarding the consolidation of schools in the Addison Northwest Supervisory Union. Mr. McNary’s concern was that the article stated that all forming districts would convey real and personal property to the new unified district for $1. He was also concerned that superintendent JoAn Canning’s comments in a paragraph about the recreational facilities in Ferrisburgh did not mention that the town would retain ownership. After discussion, the board stated that it would invite Bill Clark, chair of the Ferrisburgh Central School board, to the next selectboard meeting for an update.

Charlene Stavanow, chair of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, stated how happy she is that Norman C. Smith has joined the ZBA. She said she is proud of her board and also commented that the two new members are extremely well qualified.
7. Other business
None  
8. Correspondence

(a) Addison Northwest Supervisory Union (ANWSU) – appointment of School Director Kristina MacKulin. By letter, the town was notified by ANWSU that Kristina MacKulin has been appointed to the Vergennes Union High School board.
(b) Panton notice of public hearing. The development review board will convene a public hearing in the Panton town clerk’s office on January 7, 2016, beginning at 7:00 p.m. to consider an application from Hans Vorsteveld on behalf of Vorsteveld Farm, LLP, for approval of the establishment of a non-conforming use (farm labor housing) on the farm’s property on Arnold Bay Road
(c) Vermont Department of Taxes – Common Level of Appraisal (CLA). The town received a letter from the State of Vermont Division of Property Valuation and Review stating that the 2015 equalized education property value for Ferrisburgh is $494,836,000. The coefficient of dispersion is 8.51%.
(d) Vermont Agency of Natural Resources (ANR) – proposed solar facility at 3415 Middlebrook Road. ANR granted a certificate of public good to SunCommon based on the company’s agreement to adhere to two conditions regarding necessary wildlife habitat and wetlands protection. Additionally, ANR stated it was aware that the project is on “hold’ with Green Mountain Power.
(e) SunCommon – response to comments to Public Service Board (PSB) – proposed solar facility at 2538 Middlebrook Road. The town received a copy of a letter sent to the PSB by SunCommon with the company’s written response to comments from Harry Curth, Nancy Weber-Curth, and the Vermont Division of Historic Preservation.
(f) Invite by Assistant Judges of Addison County – final budget meeting – January 13, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. The board received a notice to participate in the final discussion about the proposed county budget for 2016-2017.
(g) Green Lantern to Public Service Board (PSB) – petition for certificate of public good – Basin Harbor Road. In accordance with PSB rule 2.201 (A), David G. Carpenter, attorney for Ferrisburgh GLC Solar, from the firm of Kenlan, Schwiebert, Facey & Goss, P.C., entered an appearance for his client before the PSB on December 21, 2015. 
(h) BDE Ferrisburgh Lazar Solar, LLC, 45-day notice for proposed solar project located at 3980 Route 7. In accordance with Public Service Board rule 5110(C), the board received a letter from Joslyn Wilschek of Primmer Piper Eggles & Cramer (PRIMMER) giving the required 45-day notice prior to formal filing of a petition for a certificate of public good for a 500 kW group net-metered solar array project.
(i) Letter to Daniel and Carolyn Merrigan, owners of the property that hosted the Kreepy Karnival. Steve Gutowski sent a letter to Daniel and Carolyn Merrigan citing complaints from neighbors regarding the unsightly condition of their property in the wake of the event. The letter also mentioned that the town received no written approval from them as owners, nor did the organizers apply for a conditional use approval from the Zoning Board of Adjustment. Photos of the property and excerpts from the Ferrisburgh Zoning Bylaws were included.
9. Selectboard to approve or sign
(a) Vermont Energy Company, LLC – liquor license renewal application.
After review, Jim Benoit made a motion to approve the liquor license renewal application of Vermont Energy Company, LLC. Loretta Lawrence seconded. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED.
(b) Jolley Associates, Short Stop #311 – liquor license renewal application.
After review, Loretta Lawrence made a motion to approve the liquor license renewal application of Jolley Associates, Short Stop #311. Jim Benoit seconded. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED.
(c) Selectboard warrant. Loretta Lawrence made a motion to approve the selectboard warrant, which details town expenditures, for a total of $89,266.81. Jim Benoit seconded. An additional bill from Pete’s Tire Barns will be reviewed further prior to payment. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED. 
10. Adjourn
Loretta Lawrence made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m. Jim Benoit seconded. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED.
Respectfully submitted,

Jean Silveira
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