Town of Ferrisburgh
Special Selectboard Meeting Minutes

January 29, 2013

Members present: Loretta Lawrence-Chair, John DeVos, Jim Warden, Jim Benoit, and Sally Torrey

The meeting is called to order at 6:00 p.m.

The petition submitted by the Bob McNary that reads “Shall the voters of the Town of Ferrisburgh adopt the policy using ‘Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design’ (LEED) standards, in design, siting and construction of all town owned buildings beginning with the new Town Highway Garage.”  was accepted. The petition was discussed. Title 24 gives the Selectboard the ability to make decisions about town construction and town property management. Kathy Scheele at the Secretary of State’s office recommends that the board not put “non-binding” petitions on the warning because voters have a tendency to believe that if it is voted on the board is bound by it. After more discussion Jim Warden moved to not put the petition on the warning, seconded by Sally Torrey. So voted.
Sally Torrey moved to approve the budget of $1,626,478, excluding any other amounts that may be voted on at Town Meeting, seconded by John DeVos. So voted.

Jim Warden moved to approve the warning without the LEED petition, seconded by Jim Benoit. So voted. The warning was signed.

Pam Cousino then asked the board to set a term limit for the Energy Committee. After doing some research it was determined that the legislative body needs to set term limits for advisory committees, other than the Conservation Commission.  Jim Benoit moved that since term limits were never set for the Energy Committee when the committee was created, they set a term limit of 1 year. The current terms will be in effect until March of 2014. Seconded by John DeVos.  So voted.

Sally Torrey mentions that there is no grant money available for setting up the Front Porch forum. There is a one-time set-up fee of $1500.00. There is a group of people that believe they could raise half of the cost ($750) if the town could match the other $750.   Jim Warden moves to approve paying half of the cost of the set-up for the Front Porch Forum, seconded by Sally Torrey. So voted.
There will be a meeting at 5:30 with the Auditors and the Selectboard, before the regular meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted  Pam Cousino    Ass’t. Clerk for the Selectboard
