-- Ferrisburgh Selectboard, June 16, 2015 --


Town of Ferrisburgh

Selectboard Minutes

June 16, 2015
Members present: Jim Benoit, Steve Gutowski, Loretta Lawrence, Red Muir, Jim Warden.
Town officials present: John Bull, road foreman; Garrit Smits, town treasurer; Gloria Warden, town clerk.
Visitors present: Jaimeelyn Gaboriault, Duncan Harris, Patricia J. Kellogg, Bob McNary, Robert Peisch, Bessie Sessions, Sally Torrey, Monica Tupper, Mike Wood, Nancy Zahniser.
1. 6:30 p.m. Regular meeting — call to order.

Steve Gutowski, chair, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

2. Approve minutes — June 2, June 5, June 11, 2015.
Loretta Lawrence made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting on June 2, 2015, as submitted. Red Muir seconded. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED.
Jim Warden made a motion to approve the minutes of a special meeting on June 5, 2015, as submitted. Red Muir seconded. Steve Gutowski, Red Muir and Jim Warden voted in favor. Jim Benoit and Loretta Lawrence abstained. MOTION PASSED.

Red Muir made a motion to approve the minutes of a special meeting on June 11, 2015, as submitted. Jim Benoit seconded. Jim Benoit, Steve Gutowski, Loretta Lawrence and Red Muir voted in favor. Jim Warden abstained. MOTION PASSED.

3. New business
(a) John Bull – road foreman’s report. John Bull said that the new highway garage was now in start-up phase, Work that remains to be done includes the fire alarm and security systems, flooring in the office space, and aprons in front of the garage doors. The building has already passed a plumbing inspection and electrical and fire marshal inspections will be scheduled soon.
He said that some of the recent rainstorms had taxed the water-handling capacity of the town’s roads, ditches and culverts. He said that there had been some damage, and that the situation remains quite spring-like, in that the ground is saturated and there’s no place for additional rain to go. He said the road crew, which is now hard at work on Webster Road, was booked solid through December with various projects, assuming nothing else comes up. Bull said that Reilly Laberge, the newest member of the road crew, was off to a great start, learning quickly and fitting in well.
Asked by board members about the fate of the old highway building, he said the cost of taking it down was not in the construction budget. The town will work on recycling as much of the building as possible, and Bull said that if there was additional cost for removing it, he would try to figure out a way to shift money in this year’s highway budget to cover it. He said the highway department had not gone over budget while he was on the job, and he didn’t plan to start now.
(b) Long Point speed limit. Mike Wood and Nancy Zahniser from Long Point were on hand to talk with the board and John Bull about reducing the speed limit on Bay Road, where it twists and turns steeply, just west of the intersection with the entrance to the state fishing access. Bull and board members agreed that the current limit of 25 mph was too high for that section. The Long Point Association had suggested a traffic study to develop a new speed limit, but Bull and board members believed it would be possible to add signs that recommended slowing down to 15 mph ahead of and through the curvy, hilly section, without a traffic study. Bull and Jim Warden said they would get together and move ahead on that, and report back to the board.
(c) Jaimeelyn Gaboriault, health officer.

· Procedure discussion. Gaboriault spent some time asking board members questions about her role in areas such as emergency preparedness, and how she might best interact with and offer help to other town and regional boards and officials. Board members explained where the town stood on emergency planning, and suggested that Gaboriault attend meetings of town boards and commissions and introduce herself to the members.
· Sheila McGregor – animal rescue shelter. Gaboriault said she and a state inspector had recently visited the Sand Road property where Sheila McGregor runs an animal rescue shelter. She said there had been recent reports of noise problems because of dogs barking at all hours. The state inspector, she said, had not provided a written report and apparently had not identified any actionable items. Gaboriault said she worried that the site presented a threat to the health of the dogs, and public health issues, and that townspeople would think she was not doing her job if nothing was done. Board members said the shelter had been an issue for many years. Resident Mike Wood suggested getting in touch with the state veterinarian, Kristin Haas, to whom the state inspector reports. Steve Gutowski said he would try to get some answers from the state about rules governing animal rescue shelters.
(d) Catering permits – discuss current procedure for authorizing applications. Catering permits for special events involving the serving of beer, wine and liquor currently require approval from the selectboard. Because permit applications sometimes come in between regular meetings and need to be approved quickly, there have been times when the board has had to schedule special meetings just for that purpose. Steve Gutowski suggested the board allow the town clerk to approve these permits, which is the way it works in many other towns, while the selectboard retained the responsibility for approving liquor licenses. He said it would provide better service to residents and organizations in the town. Jim Benoit made a motion to authorize the town clerk to approve catering permits. Loretta Lawrence seconded. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED.
4. Old business

(a) Grange Hall/Community Center rental agreement – discussion of revisions to policy. Steve Gutowski asked board members to look over the rental agreement and be ready to discuss possible changes at a future meeting. He feels there should be a lower hourly rental rate for town residents, to bring the cost of using the facility into line with other meeting spaces available in the area. Board members will take up the issue at a future meeting. 
(b) School property update. Red Muir said he had spoken with the school superintendent about the proposed land swap between the town and the Ferrisburgh Central School. The matter is now on the agenda for the July 8, 2015, meeting of the school board, and Red Muir and Loretta Lawrence plan to attend.
(c) Delinquent tax collector request to not honor postmarks for taxes due. Sally Torrey, the town’s delinquent tax collector, had asked the board at its June 2 meeting to stop allowing the use of the postmark exception in determining when taxes had been paid and penalties were assessed. In the past, taxpayers had been credited with paying their taxes on time if their payment was postmarked on the due date, regardless of when the payment arrived at the town offices. The board had voted against eliminating the postmark exception on June 2, but Torrey had done some research and determined that the town had never formally adopted the use of postmarks. She feels it is simpler for the town and taxpayers to require that payments be in the town’s hands on the due date. The board thanked her for her research into the issue, and said a notice would be included with the next tax bills saying payment must be received at the town offices by the due date. Torrey also asked the board to consider having the town vote to make the delinquent tax collector an appointed rather than an elected position.
5. Other business

(a) Union Meeting Hall – energy audit – tentative date July 23, 2015. Bob McNary, head of the town’s energy committee, said that the UMH energy audit would take two to three hours, and that the firm handling the audit, NeighborWorks, would reduce the fee for the audit from $300 to $100.
(b) Building Maintenance Committee – create emergency contact list. The town would like to get help from the committee in creating a list of people to contact when something goes wrong with one or more of the systems at the town hall, such as heating and cooling, electrical, etc. Red Muir, who chairs the committee, said committee members would help town hall staff come up with a list.
(c) Bread Loaf – work completed on front porch of Grange Hall. Steve Gutowski reported that Bread Loaf Corporation, the contractor on the town hall reconstruction project, had completed repair work on the front porch. 
(d) Garaventa – CAT test. The firm that does maintenance work on the town hall lift, Garaventa, reported that the lift recently passed a load test, which is a requirement for its continued use.
6. Public comment

Monica Tupper asked if the town could charge organizations for catering permits. Currently, there is a $20 fee, all of which goes to the state. Board members said they didn’t think it was possible to add a town fee, but would ask the town’s attorney.

Gloria Warden, town clerk, said it had been recommended that the door closer on the town hall’s front entry be replaced, since the current two-step closer was not functioning as well as it had in the past. She also asked whether the town could purchase one or two dehumidifiers for the basement of the town hall, where there have been some moisture issues. Board members asked that she look into prices for a new door closer and the dehumidifiers.
Bob McNary asked if the issue in the town hall septic system that prompted an alarm and a response from the fire department a few weeks back had been addressed. Steve Gutowski said that Clark-Wright Septic Service had inspected the system and had not identified any problems. Jim Benoit said the town would look into why a low-water alarm in the septic system was prompting a response from the fire department, and see if that problem could be addressed. 

Patricia J. Kellogg said she was disappointed that the town had not adopted a noise ordinance to address the issues created by the air cannon in the Mile Point area of town last summer. She said that if barking dogs (discussed earlier in the meeting) could bring a response from the town, she would think the air cannon would, too. Steve Gutowski said the board believes this is best handled as a civil issue between the farmer and the neighboring property owners. He also said the board’s understanding was that there had been an improvement at the end of last summer after the issue was addressed at a board meeting. Kellogg said that the improvement was only relative, and that the use of the cannon still made the area unlivable. Gutowski said the board had researched noise ordinances, and not found any in towns the size of and with the rural, agricultural character of Ferrisburgh that addressed noise related to agricultural activities. He also said the town did not know whether the farmer, Wayne Stearns, was going to use the cannon again this year. Kellogg said neighbors had asked, but that Stearns wouldn’t say. She said it was sad that a beautiful part of the lakeshore had been destroyed, and didn’t know who would buy property in the area in the future if they knew about the cannon.
7. Correspondence

(a) Patricia J. Kellogg – crop cannon (that was used last year). See public comment, above. 
(b) Dunkiel-Saunders – notice that Ferrisburgh Community Solar has submitted application to Vermont Public Service Board. The town received a notice dated June 5, 2015, that Ferrisburgh Community Solar has applied to the Vermont Public Service Board for a certificate of public good for a 494-kilowatt net-metered solar facility, to be located on the west side of Route 7, just south of the existing 1-megawatt Ferrisburgh Solar Farm. As they had at the previous meeting in discussing the solar array proposed across Route 7 on the Dollar General store lot, board members said they did not support further solar development in this part of town. They suggested that they would send a letter to that effect to the developer and to the Public Service Board, which is currently taking comments on this project.
8. Selectboard to approve or sign

(a) Policy on cellular and wireless devices in the workplace. The board received a proposed policy from John Bull, and board members said they would look it over and determine whether it should be included in the town’s personnel policy. No action was taken.
(b) Duncan Harris, Redstone – listing agreement. Duncan Harris of Redstone attended the meeting to ask the town to extend for another year Redstone’s listing agreement on the town property at the intersection of Routes 7 and 22A. He said it will be a challenge to sell the property until there is more clarity about what is and is not allowed under the 9L criterion of Act 250, which aims to control strip development. Loretta Lawrence made a motion to enter into a 12-month listing agreement with Redstone. Red Muir seconded. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED.
(c) Sand Road Water Users – rental agreement for downstairs of Town Hall, July 22, 2015. Loretta Lawrence made a motion to rent the downstairs space at the town hall to the Sand Road Water Users, waiving the rental fee but requiring the damage deposit and proof of insurance. Jim Warden seconded. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED.
(d) Lake Champlain Maritime Museum – catering permit application, July 11, 2015. Jim Benoit made a motion to approve a catering permit at the Lake Champlain Maritime Museum’s Owen Gallery on July 11. Red Muir seconded. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED.
Steve Gutowski said there would be a presentation at Kingsland Bay State Park on July 6, 2015, from 6:30-8 p.m. by the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation about the Shoreland Protection Act that took effect a year ago. The law regulates development within 250 feet of the lakeshore of Lake Champlain and most inland lakes and ponds. The event is free and open to the public and lakeshore property owners are encouraged to attend.
(e) Selectboard warrant. Loretta Lawrence made a motion to approve the selectboard warrant, which details town expenses, for a total of $1,563,332.08. Jim Benoit seconded. All voted in favor. MOTION PASSED.
10. Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Tim Etchells
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