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Docket No. 8847 
 

Petition of Vermont Green Line Devco, LLC   ) 
pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § § 231 and 248, for a certificate ) 
of public good to own, operate and construct an   ) 
underwater and underground 400 MW high voltage direct  ) 
current (HVDC) electric transmission line, converter  ) 
station and associated facilities to be located in   ) 
Lake Champlain and the Towns of Ferrisburgh, Waltham ) 
and New Haven, Vermont, and for de minimis regulation ) 
 

 

CONSERVATION LAW FOUNDATION’S 
MOTION TO INTERVENE  

 

 Conservation Law Foundation (CLF), pursuant to Vermont Public Service 

Board Rule 2.209(A) requests intervention as of right in the above-captioned 

proceeding. Alternatively, pursuant to Vermont Public Service Board Rule 2.209(B), 

CLF requests permissive intervention in this proceeding. 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 Under Rule 2.209(A) of the Board’s Rules of Practice, a person has a right to 

intervene if the person demonstrates a substantial interest that may be adversely 

affected by the outcome of a proceeding, the proceeding affords the exclusive means 

for the person to protect its interest, and the person’s interest is not adequately 

represented by existing parties. Board Rule of Practice 2.209(A)(3). In addition, in 

the Board’s discretion a person may be permitted to intervene if the person 

demonstrates a substantial interest that may be affected by the outcome of the 
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proceeding. Board Rule of Practice 2.209(B). In exercising its discretion, the Board 

must consider whether that interest will be adequately protected by other parties, 

whether alternative means exist by which the applicant’s interests can be protected, 

and whether intervention will unduly delay the proceeding or prejudice the 

interests of existing parties or the public. Id. 

 In this proceeding, the Board will consider whether a proposed transmission 

line, converter station and other associated other facilities to be constructed and 

operated by Vermont Green Line Devco, LLC to transport energy from Canada and 

New York to Southern New England will promote the general good of the state. In 

doing so, the Board will need to consider inter alia whether the economic, power 

planning, land use, air and water pollution, greenhouse gas emission, and other 

environmental impacts of the proposed project, as well as its ownership, operation 

and construction by the petitioner will promote and be consistent with the general 

good of the state. 30 V.S.A. § § 231 and 248. CLF and its members in Vermont and 

throughout New England have a substantial interest in these matters.  

 CLF is a private, non-profit environmental membership organization 

dedicated to the protection and responsible use of New England’s natural resources, 

including resources affected by the generation, transmission, and distribution of 

energy. CLF represents the interests of its members in ensuring that the degradation 

of the natural environment resulting from the development of transmission facilities 

and the transmission of energy through Vermont is minimized. As persons affected 

by the development and operation of transmission facilities through Vermont, CLF’s 

members will be directly and substantially affected by this proceeding. Intervention 
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will allow CLF to protect its members’ substantial interests in such matters as 

promotion of clean and cost effective power supply, ensuring energy resources 

reduce pollution and harmful environmental impacts including reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions that cause climate change, and protecting Vermont’s air, 

water, and other natural resources and public investments. CLF’s substantial 

interest in the outcome of this proceeding cannot be protected in any other 

proceeding.  

 Moreover, the interests of CLF’s members will not be represented fairly by 

any other party. See In re Vermont Public Power Supply Authority, 140 Vt. 424 (1981) 

(“it is the culmination of the private interests of each of Vermont’s citizens which 

produces the public interest;” the State of Vermont’s representation of the public 

interest does not bar private citizen intervention as the interests are not necessarily 

identical). 

 CLF also has the ability and experience to effectively address the issues 

involved in this proceeding, and from a perspective not likely to be offered by other 

parties. CLF has participated in numerous prior and ongoing Board proceedings 

addressing energy transmission, generation and supply in Vermont including 

proceedings regarding the supply of power from Hydro Quebec, Vermont Yankee, 

various wind generation projects, and electric transmission expansion and planning. 

In many proceedings, the Board has relied on expert testimony provided by CLF in 

its decisions. CLF also has represented its members’ interests as a party in many 

other proceedings before both state and federal public utility regulators and courts 

concerning various aspects of the region’s power supply and utility regulation.  



4 

 In the alternative, the Board should exercise its discretion to permit CLF to 

intervene in this proceeding. As noted, CLF’s interest is substantial, other named 

parties will not represent the interests of CLF and its members, and CLF’s 

intervention will not delay the proceeding or prejudice the interest of other parties. 

CLF respectfully requests that it be granted full intervenor status in this proceeding. 

  

Dated at Montpelier, Vermont, this 13th day of December 2016. 

 

CONSERVATION LAW FOUNDATION 

 

 

 

By:        
 Sandra Levine, Senior Attorney 
 Vermont Advocacy Center 
 15 East State Street, Suite 4 
 Montpelier, VT  05602 
 (802) 223-5992 x. 4013 
 (802) 223-0060 (fax) 
 slevine@clf.org 

mailto:slevine@clf.org


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I hereby certify that on the 13th day of December 2016, a copy of Conservation Law 

Foundation’s Motion to Intervene regarding Docket Number 8847 Petition of Vermont Green 

Line Devco, LLC pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § § 231 and 248, for a Certificate of Public Good, was 

served by placing the same in the United States mail, postage prepaid, in accordance with the 

requirements of Public Service Board Rule upon the parties. 

 

Parties: 

 

Louise C. Porter, Esq. 

Vermont Department of Public Service 

112 State Street 

Montpelier, VT 05620-2601 

 

Leslie A. Cadwell Esq.    (For Vermont Green Line Devco, LLC) 

Alison Milbury Stone, Esq. 

Legal Counselors & Advocates, PLC 

PO Box 827 

Castleton, VT 05735 

 

Joslyn L. Wilschek Esq.    (For National Grid) 

Primmer Piper Eggleston & Cramer PC 

100 East State Street, PO Box 1309 

Montpelier, VT 05601-1309 

 

Donald J. Einhorn, Esq. 

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 

1 National Life Drive, Davis 2 

Montpelier, VT 05620-3901 

 

*Andrew N. Raubvogel, Esq.   (For Champlain VT, LLC, d/b/a 

Victoria M. Westgate, Esq.    TDI New England) 

Dunkiel Saunders Elliott Raubvogel 

 & Hand PLLC 

91 College Street, PO Box 545 

Burlington, VT 05402-0545 

 

**Richard H. Saudek Esq.    (For Town of New Haven) 

Diamond & Robinson, P.C. 

15 East State Street, PO Box 1460 

Montpelier, VT 05601-1460 

 

 

 



***Cindy Ellen Hill, Esq.    (For Town of New Haven) 

Hill Attorney PLLC 

144 Mead Lane 

Middlebury, VT 05753 

 

*Toni Hamburg Clithero, Assistant Attorney General 

Vermont Agency of Transportation 

One National Life Drive 

Montpelier, VT 05633-5001 
 

**William F. Ellis Esq.    (For City of Burlington Electric Department) 

McNeil, Leddy & Sheahan, P.C. 

271 South Union Street 

Burlington, VT 05401 

 

**Polly C. Darnell 

155 Forest Drive, PO Box 146 

New Haven, VT 05472 

 

 

 

*Notice of Appearance filed without Motion to intervene. 

**Motion to intervene pending. 

***Filed Notice of Appearance for Town of New Haven as co-counsel to Richard Saudek Esq. 

 

 

CONSERVATION LAW FOUNDATION 

By:        
 Sandra Levine, Senior Attorney 
 Vermont Advocacy Center 
 15 East State Street, Suite 4 
 Montpelier, VT  05602 
 (802) 223-5992 x. 4013 
 (802) 223-0060 (fax) 
 slevine@clf.org 
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