TOWN OF FERRISBURGH

SELECTBOARD MINUTES

FEBRUARY 5, 2013

Members present: Loretta Lawrence-chair, John DeVos, Jim Warden, Jim Benoit and Sally Torrey

Others present: Ken Wheeling, Bill Sullivan, Bob McNary, Bessie Sessions, Charlene Stavenow, Murray Stavenow, Carl Cole, Martha Davis, Carl Crawford, Rux Martin, Cynthia Myers and Betsy Etchells

The meeting was called to order at 6:34 P.M.

Ken Wheeling, Zoning Administrator, was asked for an update on an application for a two lot sub-division on Satterly Road, brought to our attention by concerned citizens. Board Chair, Loretta Lawrence announced to the public that the Selectboard has no authority in regard to this two lot sub division. She stated the Zoning Administrator has the sole authority to approve or deny the application.   Ken Wheeling stated that there were concerns and questions that needed clarification and he is in contact with the Town’s attorney, James Carroll. Ken stated this is a two lot subdivision of 145 acres, divided in a 128 acre and a 17 acre parcels. Ken further stated this does not require a public hearing or notice to abutting landowners as it conforms to current zoning regulations. Ken explained the regulations and, as zoning administrator, he has the right to approve a two lot sub-division and is required to reply in 30 days.

Bob McNary brought up a concern of the survey markers in the Town Trail. He presented photos of the markers placed in the center of the Town right of way and of brush being cut. Ken explained that the abutting property owner owns to the center of a road or trail and felt these pins were for reference points. This road, known as Highway 34A, was converted to a legal town trail on September 19. 1973. This is a three rod (49.5 feet) trail. Charlene Stavenow felt the Town should have been notified of the survey. Charlene stated she does not have an issue with the sub-division but is concerned if the trail will remain open for walking. This is a Town right of way for citizens to use and will remain as such. Jim Warden asked Carl Cole, who is working with the property owner, to see about having the brush cut to ground level as there are spears of small trees sticking up which are hazardous. He also asked Carl to have the survey monument that is currently in the center of the ROW be lowered to ground level or moved to the edge of the trail.
Letters were received from Carl Crawford, Charlene Stavenow and David Shlansky regarding the 2 lot subdivision. Letters were also received from Barry Estabrook, Charlene Stavenow and David Shlansky regarding the slate pit. 

Carl Crawford, Bob McNary, Rux Martin and Charlene Stavenow initiated a discussion about the operation of the slate pit. The Selectboard Chair, Loretta Lawrence stopped the discussion immediately, and made it known the pit was not up for discussion at this meeting. That is a separate issue whose operation and permit are being handled and investigated by Ken Wheeling.

Martha Davis is present to ask to use the Town’s bulk mail indicia for a mailing for the Town Rec facility. They will pay any and all costs of the mailing; they are only seeking permission to mail under the Town’s permit.

Jim Warden made the motion to allow the use of the indicia for this bulk mailing. Jim Benoit seconded, all were in favor.

Carl Cole asked for the results from the Town Attorney concerning Encore. The Attorney felt this can be an approved use, but could possibly require an amended Act 250 permit. Jim Warden reported his findings from talking with South Burlington. They have some low value property to site theirs on. They incurred some costs in hiring a consulting firm and paying for an RFP. They felt Chad Farrell was a good guy to deal with, but it will not happen for free. We will have to compare the benefits to the costs. Betsy Etchells checked with Middlebury College. They used Encore for a wind study for the Snow Bowl and also found Chad good to work with.

John DeVos made the motion we move forward with the letter of intent thru our Town Attorney for Encore. Jim Benoit seconded, all in favor.

Bob McNary asked if we had received quotes back for closing in the top between the clerk’s office and the meeting room. We have received an estimate from Burlington Glass for $2007.62. We have not heard back from Desabrais.

Rental agreements:

Jim Warden made the motion to allow use of the upstairs community room on July 5th, from 2 P.M. to 5 P.M. for a memorial gathering for Katherine Teetor and waive the fee, requiring a $200.00 damage deposit. Sally seconded, all in favor.

John made the motion to allow Long Point Corporation to use the upstairs community room on August 3rd, from 8 A.M. to 12:30 P.M for their annual meeting, and waive the fee, requiring a $200.00 damage deposit. Jim Benoit seconded, all in favor.

Jim Warden made the motion to allow Gage Cemetery Association to use the downstairs meeting room on May 5th, from 2 P.M. to 4 P.M for their annual meeting, waive the fee, requiring a $200.00 damage deposit. John seconded 4 in favor, 1 abstention.

John made the motion for use of the Hall for a forum to be held, February 21 at 6:00 P.M. concerning the recent crime in the area. Jim B. seconded, all in favor.

John made the motion to reappoint Charlene Stavenow to a three (3) year term on the zoning board. Jim W. seconded, all in favor.

Jim W. made the motion to reappoint Walter Reed II to the planning commission for a four (4) year term. Jim B. seconded, all in favor.

Jim Benoit made a motion to approve the minutes of January 14th, as written. John DeVos seconded four in favor, one abstention.

John DeVos made the motion to approve the budget minutes of January 15th, Sally seconded, four in favor, one abstention.

Jim Warden made a motion to approve the amended minutes of January 15th,    

Jim Benoit seconded, all in favor.

John DeVos made the motion to approve the warrants as presented with a question regarding a service charge to J & B. Jim Benoit seconded, all in favor.

(Pam said she would not be paying the service charge, it should be taken off.)

Jim Benoit made the motion to renew the liquor license and the tobacco license for the Short Stop # 311. Jim Warden seconded, all in favor.

Betsy Etchells asked if we were happy with the improvements to the website and we responded we are. She asked if we would let her know of any changes or improvements we had. One thing brought up was to change the pictures. We will work on that. 

Sally made the motion to change the March 5 meeting to March 4 at 6:30. Jim W. seconded, all in favor.

Jim W. made the motion to appoint Roger Holzapfel to the Energy Committee for a term of one year. Jim B. seconded, all in favor.

The Board has invited John Bull to the next meeting to update us on the progress of the building committee for the Town Garage. He will be on the agenda for 6:30, February 19th.

Loretta states the Pomerleau listing for 7 and 22A has expired. We will invite Duncan Harris with Redstone to our next meeting to discuss a possible listing.

With no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50.

Respectfully submitted,

Sally Torrey
